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Project awarded to 
firm mired in scandals 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


It will help the archipelago nation overcome 


=eeee foreign exchange reserve issues 


4 of family killed 

in road accident 
SANGAREDDY: Four per- 
sons of a family died ina 
road accident after an 
RTC bus, belonging to 
Karnataka, rammed their 
bike on the Zaheerabad- 
Bidar road at Ganeshpur 
in Nyalkal mandal on 
Monday. The deceased 
have been identified as 
Gunelli Siddam (59), his 
daughter Biradar Renuka 
(35), her husband Bi- 
radar Jagannadham (41) 
and their son Vinay 
Kumar (12). Further de- 
tails are awaited. The 
bodies were shifted to a 
government hospital in 
Zaheerabad for a post- 
mortem examination. 


KTR slams CM 
for ignoring 
people’s welfare 


HYDERABAD: BRS. working 
president KT Rama Rao on Mon- 
day criticised Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy for prioritising the 
Musi Riverfront Development 
Project over people’s welfare and 
development. He said the CM was 
claiming that the State was drown- 
ing in debt while simultaneously 


Congress tries to float 
counter-narratives 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


made a PowerPoint presentation on en- 
croachments of lake areas. Interestingly, 
the statistics he presented were only 
from 2014 to 2023, obviously with a po- 
litical motive against the previous gov- 

ernment. 
Neither did he make any mention on 
how the previous government had 
changed the _ situation 


order raised eyebrows as it did not clar- 
ify the criteria used for selecting the 
Meinhardt-led consortium or the justifi- 
cation for the ‘negotiated offer price’. 
The absence of global tenders for such a 
massive project has only fueled further 
suspicion. “Why was there no open ten- 
der for a project of this magnitude? What 

criteria were used to select 


Clearly stung by the mounting criticism 
against HYDRAA demolitions and evic- 
tion of residents for the Musi project, the 
Congress government has set in motion 
attempts to build a counter-narrative 
even while sticking to the 


Despite mounting public outrage and 
criticism from the Opposition, the State 
government is moving forward with the 
Musi Riverfront Development Project 
and has awarded the consultancy con- 
tract to a consortium led 


The Haddanur police by Meinhardt Singapore this particular consor- initiating grand programmes such two initiatives. when most lakes across the 
have registered a case. Private Limited. OO tium?” questioned a senior as the Musi project with Rs 1.5 lakh Hitherto, it was only fol 9) State were dry in 2014 to 
The selection of this — BRS leader. crore. “Every day, Revanth Reddy Chief Minister A Revanth ixiemeerT how they were brimming 
. firm, which has been em- a The controversy is fur- keeps crying about the State’s Reddy who spoke eagerly as with water in 2023. Instead, 
Rs 120 i cocaine broiled in several contro- SPOKESPERSON ther amplified by Mein- mounting debts on one hand, but is about the project and the VIKRAMARKA he said the area of water 
seized in Gujarat versies, has raised serious CHIEF MINISTER hardt’s troubled track undertaking costly initiatives like demolitions, with state- IF PEOPLE AND bodies within the Outer 
GANDHIDHAM: Ten concerns about trans- REVANTH REDDY record. The firm is cur- the Musi Riverfront project, which ments from most of his OPPN DO NOT Ring Road was about 
unclaimed packets parency and accountabil- IS PUSHING rently under investigation is not necessary for many,” he said, Cabinet colleagues being WANT LAKES TO 3,586.12 acres and the en- 
containing 12 kg of ity in the execution of the FORWARD WITH in multiple countries for its questioning the reasoning behind tepid statements. How- BE PROTECTED croached area since 2014 
cocaine, valued at Rs 120 Rs 1.5 lakh-crore project. In A TAINTED COM- involvement in various the State government’s plans. ever, with the high com- AND DESIST FROM was about 386.71 acres. 
crore in the international an official order issued on eit ar scams. In India, the Anti- Taking to X, Rama Rao listed out mand reprimanding the th Akl gilt “If this continues, there 
market, have been re- October 4, Principal Secre- FINANCIAL SCAN- Corruption Bureau of numerous poll promises of the State leadership for the ap- SO BE IT... THERE will be no lakes left in Hy- 
covered from a creek tary for Municipal Admin- DALS ACROSS Jharkhand is probing irreg- Congress government, which re- proach, Deputy Chief Min- IS NO PERSONAL derabad. That’s the reason 
area near Gandhidham istration and Urban Devel- SOUTH ASIA. ularities in the appoint- main unfulfilled even after 10 ister Mallu Bhatti Vikra- AGENDA BEHIND HYDRAA demolitions are 
town in Gujarat's Kutch opment M Dana Kishore TELANGANA’S ment of Meinhardt as a months. He questioned how the marka on Monday came HYDRAA DEMOLI- being taken up,” Vikra- 
district, police said on confirmed the awarding of TAXPAYERS consultant for the Ranchi government planned to fund the out in support of the demo- TIONS OR MUSI marka claimed. 
Monday. A preliminary the contract for ‘aggregate  DESERVEBETTER = sewerage drainage project, Musi project while claiming to litions, stating that there EVICTIONS However, when asked 


probe suggested that 
smugglers might have 
hidden the contraband 
near the creek to avoid 
getting caught, Kutch- 
East division Superinten- 
dent of Police Sagar 
Bagmar said. This is the 
third major drug re- 
covery from the same 


dating back to 2005. The 

Comptroller and Auditor 
General also had flagged anomalies in 
Meinhardt’s work on that project, while 
courts questioned the firm’s eligibility. 
Meinhardt was also entangled in Pak- 
istan’s infamous Creek Marina scam. In 
2023, the country’s Federal Investigation 
Agency registered a case against Mein- 
hardt’s owners and senior officials for 


have no funds to implement crucial 
schemes such as the crop loan 
waiver and Rythu Bandhu. “How 
come the government has funds for 
Musi project, but not for social se- 
curity pensions, DA, salaries to 
sanitation and contract workers, 
medicines in hospitals, chalkpieces 
and other stationery in schools, 
fishlings and sheep distribution, 


about the government’s 

plans for identified en- 
croachments in lakes within the ORR, 
including for Hussain Sagar and those 
abutting Necklace Road, his reply was 
evasive and people should suggest what 
had to be done. “If people and opposi- 
tion parties do not want lakes to be pro- 
tected and desist from the Musi River- 
front project, so be it,” he said, also 


was no personal agenda be- 

hind the HYDRAA demoli- 

tions or the Musi evictions. Trying to 
build an eco-friendly image for the gov- 
ernment, he said the only agenda was to 
save lakes for future generations. He 
also tried to counter the charges by op- 
position parties, saying they were mak- 
ing baseless allegations, misleading the 
people and creating apprehensions on 


master planning’ to a con- 
sortium that includes 
Meinhardt Singapore, Cushman & 
Wakefield India and RIOS Design Stu- 
dios. The consultancy fee is set at Rs 166 
crore, agreed upon at a ‘negotiated offer 
price’ — a move that has drawn sharp 
criticism for the lack of transparency in 
the tendering process. 

The government’s decision to bypass 


creek area in one year. pt! 


Six killed in WB 
coal mine blast 
KOLKATA: At least six 
people were killed and 
three others injured 
when explosives kept in 
a truck went off in a coal 
mine in West Bengal’s 
Birbhum district on 
Monday, police said. The 
explosion occurred 
when detonators were 
being transported in the 
truck for planned blasts 
at the Gangaramchak 
and Gangaramchak- 
Bhadulia coal mines, an 
official of the West 
Bengal Power Develop- 
ment Corporation Ltd 
said. The family of each 
of the deceased would 
receive a compensation 
of Rs 32 lakh, officials 
said. pr 


CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 


Fab gueScncsecsencstinea adits Rs. 114 
Retail live Rs. 136 
With skin... Rs. 197 
Skinless... wee Rs. 224 
Egg Rates (12 EGOS) eee RS. 72 


global tenders for such a high-profile 
project has added fuel to the fire. The 


J&K, Haryana 
counting today «= 


CHANDIGARH/JAMMU/SRINAGAR 


Political parties and leaders 
wait with bated breath as 
the counting day is finally 
here in Haryana and Jammu 
& Kashmir. 

The BJP is confident of 
retaining power for a third 
term in Haryana and the 
Congress, which is out of 
power for 10 years, is more 
than hopeful of making a 
comeback when the results 
are announced on Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, in Jammu & 
Kashmir, the Congress and 
its alliance partner National 
Conference, People’s Dem- 
ocratic Party (PDP) and 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
are the main stakeholders in 
the keenly watched Assem- 
bly election that comes five 
years after the erstwhile 
State was bifurcated into 
the union territories of 


Jammu & Kashmir, and 
Ladakh. 

As political parties as- 
sessed their chances, the ad- 
ministration in both States 
was busy on Monday final- 
ising arrangements, includ- 
ing security. 

According to Election 
Commission, a three-tier 
security setup has been put 
in place at all counting cen- 
tres in Jammu & Kashmir, 
which has long been a stress 
point and witness to re- 
peated instances of terror- 
ism, insurgency and infiltra- 
tion from across the border. 
In Haryana too, three-tier 
security arrangements have 
been made at counting 
venues. 

Counting of votes in both 
Haryana and Jammu & 
Kashmir begins at 8 am. pri 

(FAROOQ READY TO 
TAKE PDP SUPPORT PAGE 7) 


their alleged role in a multi-billion-rupee 
residential project scandal. 


(SEE PAGE 2) 


and other schemes,” he asked. 


the Musi project. Addressing a press 
conference, Bhatti Vikramarka even 


insisting that one should note that a be- 
ginning was made. 


(SEE PAGE 2) 


Israeli strike kills 10 in Lebanon 


As Israelis and most of the 
world mourned a year since 
the October 7 attack, Hamas 
celebrated its surprise 
cross-border strike by firing 
a barrage of rockets at Tel 
Aviv, underscoring its re- 
silience after a year of war 
and devastation in Gaza. 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah also 
fired new barrages. In 
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Lebanon, an Israeli strike 
killed at least 10 firefighters. 
Meanwhile, the Israeli mili- 
tary said it will soon launch 
operations on Lebanon’s 
southern coast, telling resi- 
dents to stay off the beaches 
and fishermen off the sea for 
a 60-km stretch along the 
Mediterranean. ap 


American duo bags Nobel in medicine 


STOCKHOLM 


The Nobel Prize in physiol- 
ogy or medicine was 
awarded on Monday to 
Americans Victor Ambros 
and Gary Ruvkun for their 
discovery of microRNA, 
tiny pieces of genetic mate- 
rial that alter how genes 
work at the cellular level 
and could lead to new ways 
of treating cancer. 

The Nobel Assembly at 
the Karolinska Institute, 
which awarded the prize, 
said the duo’s discovery is 
“proving to be fundamen- 
tally important for how or- 
ganisms develop and func- 
tion”. “Their 
groundbreaking discovery 
revealed a completely new 
principle of gene regulation 
that turned out to be essen- 
tial for multicellular organ- 
isms, including humans,” 
the assembly said. 

Ambros performed the 
research that led to his prize 
at Harvard University. He is 


currently a professor of nat- 
ural science at the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts Med- 
ical School. Ruvkun’s 
research was performed at 
the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and Harvard Med- 
ical School, where he’s a 
professor of genetics, said 
Thomas Perlmann, secre- 
tary-general of the Nobel 
Committee. 

Ambros and Ruvkun, the 
assembly explained, were 
initially interested in genes 
that control the timing of 


AMERICANS VICTOR 
AMBROS, GARY 
RUVKUN DISCOVERED 
MICRORNA, TINY 
PIECES OF GENETIC 


MATERIAL THAT ALTER 


HOW GENES WORK AT 
THE CELLULAR LEVEL 


AND COULD LEAD TO 
NEW WAYS OF 
TREATING CANCER 


different genetic develop- 
ments, ensuring that cell 
types develop at the right 
time. To do that, they stud- 
ied two mutant strains of 
worms commonly used as 
research models in science. 
The scientists set out to 
identify the mutated genes 
responsible in these worms 
and what their role was. The 
mechanism they ultimately 
identified — the regulation 
of genes by microRNA — 
has allowed organisms to 
evolve for hundreds of mil- 


lions of years. The Nobel 
committee said Ambros and 
Ruvkun’s discovery ulti- 
mately “revealed a new di- 
mension to gene regulation, 
essential for all complex life 
forms.” MicroRNA have 
opened up scientists’ ap- 
proaches to treating dis- 
eases such as cancer by 
helping to regulate how 
genes work at the cellular 
level, according to Dr Claire 
Fletcher, a lecturer in mo- 
lecular oncology at Imperial 
College London. ar 


Smoke rises from destroyed buildings after an Israeli airstrike in Choueifat, southeast of Beirut, Lebanon. — Photo: AP (REPORTS PAGE 9) 


Airshow deaths: 
Rs 5L ex gratia 
for victims’ kin 


CHENNAI 


Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin on Monday said 
the turnout for the October 
6 IAF airshow here far ex- 
ceeded expectations and 
acknowledged that people 
were highly inconve- 
nienced and assured better 
arrangements for similar 
events in the future. 

The State government 
said over 15 lakh people 
gathered on Sunday to wit- 
ness the event, while it had 
expected approximately 15 
lakh to attend. Expressing 
anguish over the death of 
five persons due to the 
scorching sun and various 
underlying causes, Stalin 
said their deaths were an 
irreparable loss for their 
families. He said he told au- 
thorities to release Rs 5 
lakh to the kin of each of 
the five deceased. pri 


2 Chinese nationals 
killed in Pak blast 


KARACHI 


Two Chinese nationals 
were killed and 17 people in- 
jured ina suicide attack by a 
Baloch insurgent group that 
targeted a convoy of Chi- 
nese workers near Pak- 
istan’s busiest airport here 
late on Sunday. 

The explosion near the 
Jinnah International Air- 
port also killed the sus- 
pected suicide bomber. The 
attack comes less than two 
weeks before the SCO’s 
summit to be held in the na- 
tional capital. 

The banned Baloch Lib- 
eration Army (BLA) 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack, saying the blast 
was a Suicide attack target- 
ing a convoy of Chinese en- 
gineers and investors leav- 
ing the airport. The attack 
occurred less than a mile 
from the airport’s main ter- 


Report: 85% of 
cryptocurrencies 
not worth a cent 


NEW DELHI 


Banned Baloch 
Liberation Army 
claims responsibility 
for suicide bombing 
near Jinnah Int’! 
Airport in Karachi 


minal. Authorities briefly 
suspended all traffic going 
to the airport. The Chinese 
nationals were working at 
the Port Qasim Electric 
Power Company on the out- 
skirts of the city and return- 
ing home when their con- 
voy was attacked. A small 
vehicle was used to carry 
out the suicide attack. 

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said: “The Chinese 
side has requested Pakistan 
to get to the bottom of the 
incident swiftly and hunt 
down the perpetrators.” pr 


About 85 per cent of the 
world’s cryptocurrencies 
are worth less than one 
cent, according to a report 
on Monday. 

The total number of 
cryptocurrencies has been 
floating between 8,500 and 
10,000, with new tokens 
being launched every time 
a bull run in the crypto 
space begins. 

Currently, the total num- 
ber of cryptocurrencies re- 
mains at a high of 9,861. 
However, most of them 
have little or practically no 
value. As per data analysis 
by AltIndex.com, 85 per 
cent of all cryptocurren- 
cies circulating in the mar- 
ket are worth less than one 
cent. It also showed 9,525, 
or 96 per cent of all coins 
circulating in the crypto 
space, are worth less thana 
dollar. ians 
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No end in sight 


year after the horrifying Hamas attack 

deep into Israeli territory, killing over 

1,200 people and taking 250 hostages, the 

conflict shows no signs of abating. In- 
stead, it is only intensifying and expanding, drag- 
ging other nations in its wake, as the Middle East is 
teetering on the edge of a full-blown war, the con- 
sequences of which are too dreadful to contem- 
plate. In a disproportionate and ruthless response 
to the Hamas attack, Israel has virtually pulverised 
Gaza, killing over 40,000 people so far and displac- 
ing virtually an entire population from their homes 
in the tiny enclave. As the world watches help- 
lessly and calls for restraint proving futile, Tel 
Aviv has been on a rampage as the fighting is now 
spreading to new areas. After crushing Hamas, the 
Iran-backed terror outfit operating in Gaza, Israeli 
forces have invaded Lebanon in pursuit of Hezbol- 
lah, another Tehran-sponsored organisation, as- 
sassinated its leader Hassan Nasrallah, and threat- 
ened a potentially devastating confrontation with 
Iran, which last week struck Israel with a barrage 
of ballistic missiles. The Israel-Gaza war has now 
been overshadowed by the wider conflict with Is- 
rael and Iran coming face to face in a confronta- 
tion. With all sides vowing 
to escalate, it is unclear 
when or how any of this 
can stop. In the meantime, 
millions of Israelis and 
Palestinians, whose lives 
were upended last Octo- 
ber 7, have been left in an 
unending state of limbo — 
traumatised, bereaved. 

There can be no solution 

unless both sides shed 
their extreme postures and work towards lasting 
peace in one of the most turbulent regions of the 
world with a long history of wars rooted in reli- 
gious, ethnic and territorial claims. While Israel 
has been unwilling to accept the legitimate aspira- 
tions of Palestinians and their dream of having a 
homeland, Iran has been nurturing terror outfits 
like Hamas, Hezbollah and Houthis in the region 
as part of its staged goal to ‘wipe Israel off the 
map’. The United States, the only country with the 
political influence to promote a ceasefire, has so 
far failed to end the conflict. Former American 
President Donald Trump is egging Israel on to step 
up attacks on Iran and destroy its key installations. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s un- 
hinged sledgehammer tactics are worrisome, not 
just for the region but also for the world at large. 
Israel’s Western allies have been ineffective in re- 
ducing the hostilities, despite being in a position to 
influence Israeli leadership. A deeply fractured 
United Nations Security Council cannot be ex- 
pected to bring peace to the region. As the Middle 
East stares at a prolonged war, India’s interests too 
are at stake. With nearly 10 million Indians living 
in the Gulf, an economy extremely sensitive to oil 
prices, and rapidly growing trade and investment 
relations, India needs to play a role in averting a 
major disaster in the region. 


There can be no 
solution unless 
Israel and 
Palestine shed 


their extreme 
postures and 

work towards 
lasting peace 
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G Either we live in We walked for 30-32 A democratic, 

a friendly days, we deserve to prosperous and resilient 
environment and get a meeting Maldives is important 
ensure peace and at least. We are not for peace and stability in 
prosperity in both the asking for anything the Indian Ocean 
countries (India and unusual, we are here Region. And, India is an 
Pakistan) or live in to remind the BJP of important partner in 
animosity and create a the promise it made in the maritime 
tragedy for both its manifestos security domain 69 
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National Conference president 


Testing 


Climate activist 


Maldivian President 


time for India’s 


strategic autonomy 


While the neutral 
stance has shielded 
India from 
immediate 
geopolitical fallout, 
future will require 
tougher choices 


UPAMANYU BASU 


rime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s recent visit to Kyiv has 

brought attention to India’s 

balancing act, particularly in 
light of his earlier engagement with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin with 
a “bear hug” diplomatic exchange. Ina 
surprising turn of events, Putin has 
suggested that he is open to mediation 
efforts in the ongoing war between 
Russia and Ukraine, and that India, 
along with China and Brazil, could be a 
potential mediator. His remarks came 
before the BRICS summit scheduled to 
be held this month in Kazan and have 
stirred a round of diplomatic delibera- 
tions regarding India’s potential as a 
mediator of peace in Eurasia. 


Multi-aligned Approach 
How strategic is India’s idea of strate- 
gic autonomy? India’s foreign policy 
has been largely anchored on this con- 
cept, allowing New Delhi to engage 
with multiple power centres of the 
world, and yet maintain a level of inde- 
pendence in its approach. Rooted in 
this policy, India in recent years has 
been facing a lot of heat, with the rise 
of China as a regional competitor and 
the strategic convergence between 
Russia and China. This has signifi- 
cantly propelled India to adopt its 
multi-aligned approach in an attempt 
to support its strategic autonomy. 
India’s policy towards the Ukraine 
war is an apt case study to understand 
the country’s tough call in negotiating 
this level of autonomy and experiment 
on whether it can be strategic enough 
or not. New Delhi’s position in this re- 
gard has been a mix of two verticals. 


First to avoid an explicit criticism of 
Russia, its traditional defence partner, 
and second, to project a subtle disap- 
proval of the war. Since the Russian in- 
vasion of Ukraine in February 2022, 
India has faced a multitude of scrutiny 
for its alleged reluctance in criticising 
Russia. India’s reluctance to directly 
condemn a country like Russia stems 
not just from historical reasons but 
purely strategic ones too. 

Since the signing of the 1971 Treaty 
of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation 
with the Soviet Union, India has been 
heavily dependent on Russian defence 
exports. Over 70% of India’s defence 
equipment is of Russian origin, making 
Moscow quite safely an indispensable 
partner to India’s national security 
imagination, particularly with volatile 
border issues with China and Pakistan. 


Reliance on Russia 

However, this reliance on the Russian 
defence economy is being reconsid- 
ered. Russia’s poor performance in 
Ukraine and the larger effects of the 
Western sanctions have made it con- 
siderably harder for Moscow to fulfil 
its commitment to India. For instance, 
the delivery of the S-400 air defence 
systems has been repeatedly delayed. 
In addition to this, India has been ac- 
celerating its efforts to find a diversi- 
fied solution to its defence needs with 
newer partnerships like those of 
France and Israel. However, this does 
not necessarily mean that this level of 
diversification will allow New Delhi to 
abandon Moscow. While India’s pur- 
chase of discounted Russian crude oil 
helps it in navigating the rising global 


energy prices, the equation with Russia 
is also a variable of the Russia-China 
strategic relationship. 

India hopes to keep hedging against 
the possibility that Russia’s reliance on 
China could be moderated by maintain- 
ing ties with India. At the same time, 
India is seen in partnerships like 
QUAD, which is again a counterbalanc- 
ing act to China’s growing assertiveness 
in the Indo-Pacific region and aligns 
with New Delhi’s security interests. 


Ukraine Policy 
India’s Ukraine policy, in a similar 
light, seems like another case of diplo- 
matic hedging, where the country’s 
neutrality is a function of minimising 
risks in a great power competition. 
India has worked within this neutral 
stance and emerged as a potential me- 
diator between Russia and Ukraine re- 
flecting that neutrality can be a faster 
way to peace, as compared to polarity. 
Refusing to publicly condemn Russia 
had two triggers for New Delhi: Losing 
a defence partner or solidification of a 
Sino-Russia alliance. 

While some critics view India’s neu- 
trality as a compromising position, this 


The neutral strategy is not 
devoid of risks as a 
weakening Russia or a 
Sino-Russia intimacy could 
severely undermine India’s 
strategic calculations 


can be looked at as a pragmatic balanc- 
ing act as well. National Security Ad- 
viser Ajit Doval’s recent visit to 
Moscow, days after Putin’s interest in 
talking peace, indicates India’s own as- 
pirations of considering the role of a 
potential mediator in the conflict. The 
neutrality, in this context, cannot be 
taken as a failure but as a strategic pos- 
turing which still makes it an ideal 
country to facilitate dialogue. 

However, this strategy is not devoid 
of risks. A weakening Russia or a Sino- 
Russia intimacy could severely under- 
mine India’s strategic calculations. As 
Russia becomes more dependent on 
China, India may soon lose its leverage 
over Moscow, making New Delhi more 
vulnerable to the West. While the 
United States has tolerated India’s 
stance due to its critical role in the Indo- 
Pacific, prolonged neutrality on Ukraine 
may eventually be counterproductive 
and test Washington’s patience. India’s 
evolving defence diversification efforts 
reflect that these threats have already 
been recognised in New Delhi, and have 
signalled a gradual shift away from the 
overreliance on Russia, but this transi- 
tion needs time. 


Political Will 

As the conflict continues and global 
pressure increases, India’s strategic 
autonomy is bound to get tested. Will 
this strategic position end with a 
peacemaker declaration or it force 
India into a more defined geopolitical 
alignment? India’s position as a poten- 
tial mediator in this conflict will first 
require political will and sustained 
global credibility, both of which can be 
compromised with tacit support to ei- 
ther side. The long-term impact of 
Western sanctions on Russia can thus 
increasingly diminish the latter’s role 
as a reliable partner for India, pushing 
it closer to Beijing’s backyard. 

While the earlier neutral stance has 
shielded India from immediate geopo- 
litical fallout, the future will require 
tougher choices. As Russia gets more 
entangled with China, global polarisa- 
tion will ask India to redefine the 
strategic aspect of its strategic auton- 
omy. What New Delhi can do is lever- 
age its growing influence right now, 
and emerge as a proactive player capa- 
ble of producing a peace plan. Ulti- 
mately, India’s larger ability to navi- 
gate this Eurasian conflict will depend 
on its adaptability to the emerging 
multipolar order without compromis- 
ing its core interests. 


(The author is Assistant Professor, 
Department of Social and Political 
Studies, School of Behavioral and 
Social Sciences, Manav Rachna 
International Institute of Research and 
Studies, Faridabad) 


vacuum left by Nasrallah’s 


Letters to the 


Editor 
Tense world 


The assassination of 
Hezbollah leader Hassan 
Nasrallah has dramatically 
escalated tensions in West 
Asia. One major concern is 
the potential for increased 
violence between Israel 
and Iran, as well as their re- 
spective allies and proxies. 
This could lead to more fre- 
quent skirmishes. The eco- 
nomic impact could also be 
significant. Disruptions in 
oil supplies and trade 
routes, particularly in the 
strategically important 
Strait of Hormuz, could af- 
fect global oil prices and re- 
gional economies. Humani- 
tarian concerns are another 
critical aspect of the esca- 
lating conflict. The political 
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death could lead to internal 
power struggles within 
Hezbollah. Stability in the re- 
gion is also crucial for India’s 
strategic connectivity initia- 
tives, such as the India-Mid- 
dle East-Europe Economic 


Corridor. 
AMARJEET KUMAR, 
Hazaribagh 
SCO meet 


The possibility of a bilateral 
meeting between External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
and his Pakistani counter- 
part Ishaq Dar on the side- 
lines of the SCO meeting is 
nothing but speculation. As 
the visit will be for a multi- 
lateral event of SCO, it is 
clear that this meeting is 
only for regional integration 
in the Indian subcontinent. 
KR SRINIVASAN, 


Secunderabad 


Cartoon Today 


HE WILL PRAISE YOU ON 
LADDU AND SANATANA 
DHARMA TO FORGET 
OTHER THINGS, 
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Naidu to meet 


PM in 


Delhi /—|/ 


hotspot 


@ Financial Times 


India is getting serious about wine 


When | arrived in India for a few days recently, | was puz- 
zled by Indian consumers’ and producers’ attachment to 
powerful reds. The country’s most celebrated wine, 
J’Noon, is a blockbuster if ever there was one. 


m@ CNN 
A Delhi house and years of history 


The swanky homes of the wealthy are no more, their oc- 
cupants long gone. Not Ajay Pershad, though. Pershad 
sits in the courtyard of his ancestral mansion, almost the 
last man standing of Chandni Chowk’s old guard. 


@ National Geographic 


Best place to search for Bengal tigers 


Amith Bangre, my wildlife guide, waits in the foyer of Jaa- 
gir Manor, and we pile into an open-topped vehicle. We're 
heading out to look for tigers in Dudhwa National Park: a 
wilderness of dense forest in Uttar Pradesh. 
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Hyd’s sewerage system outdated, says Revanth 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy appealed to union 
Minister for Housing and 
Urban Affairs Manohar Lal 
Khattar to include Hyder- 
abad’s Comprehensive Sew- 
erage Master Plan (CSMP) 
under AMRUT 2.0 or con- 


The Chief Minister met 
the union Minister in New 
Delhi on Monday and ex- 
plained that Hyderabad was 
still operating with an out- 
dated sewerage system, 
which was inadequate. 

He also informed the 
Union Minister that a DPR 
for the CSMP, covering Hy- 
derabad and 27 nearby mu- 


pared. The plan spans 7,444 
km with an estimated cost of 
Rs 17,212.69 crore, and the 
DPR was handed over to the 
Minister. He also empha- 
sised that the Musi River 
runs for 55 km through Hy- 
derabad, with 110 km of 
sewage draining into the 
river. To prevent this, a DPR 
has been prepared for con- 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


large-size box drains, and 
new sewage _ treatment 
plants at a cost of Rs 4,000 
crore. Regarding the Hyder- 
abad Metro Rail Phase 2 ex- 
pansion, the Chief Minister 
informed the Union Minis- 
ter that DPRs had been com- 
pleted for several corridors, 
including Nagole to RGIA 
(36.8 km), Raidurgam to 


MG Bus Station to Chan- 
drayangutta (7.5 km), Miya- 
pur to Patancheru (13.4 km), 
and LB Nagar to Hayathna- 
gar (7.1 km), totalling 76.4 
km. The estimated cost of 
the expansion is Rs 24,269 
crore and the CM proposed 
that the union government 
and Telangana government 
should take up the expan- 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Monday re- 
quested Union Home Min- 
ister Amit Shah to release 
Rs 11,713.49 crore for 
restoration and repairs of 
damaged infrastructure due 
to the recent heavy rains in 


HYDERABAD, Tuesday, October 8, 2024 


CM seeks release of Rs 11,713 cr 


The Chief Minister, who 
met Shah in New Delhi, re- 
minded him that a letter 
was written on September 2 
requesting the Centre to re- 
lease Rs 5,438 crore for re- 
pair works. A Central team 
already visited the State 
and enumerated the crop 
and other losses and sub- 
mitted a report on Septem- 


of Rs 11,713 crore. He also 
appealed to Shah to rein- 
state the districts of Adil- 
abad, Mancherial and Ko- 
maram Bheem Asifabad in 
the list of LWE districts. 
These 3 districts were re- 
moved from the list in the 
past. The Chief Minister 
also wanted the Centre to 
allocate 29 additional IPS 


Kokapet Neopolis (11.6 km), sion ina 50:50 ratio. Telangana. ber 30 and estimated aloss posts to Telangana. 
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PEDDAPALLI 
Assistance 
to archer 
WZ 


Collector Koya Sree 
Harsha promised to as- 
sist the students ex- 
celling in various spo 
rts events. The Coll 
ector presented a com- 
pound bow to archer G 
Archana at his cham- 
ber here on Monday. A 
resident of Kasarla- 
gadda of Mutharam 
mandal, Archana ex- 
celled at the national 
level archery competi- 
tions held last year and 
secured a Seat in IIIT- 
Basara under sports 
quota. Archana urged 
the Collector, request- 
ing him to arrange a 
compound bow for her. 
Responding positively, 
the Collector sanc- 
tioned Rs 1.25 lakh. 


SIRCILLA 

Sports 
competitions 
V 


Superintendent of Po- 
lice Akhil Mahajan said 
participation in sports 
events will fill new en- 
thusiasm among police 
personnel, who were 
always busy maintain- 
ing law and order. Such 
events will also de- 
velop a friendly atmos- 
phere within the force, 
he said while inaugu- 
rating the 2nd Annual 
Games and Sports 
meet at the mini sta- 
dium in Sircilla on Mon- 
day. As part of their du- 
ties, police have to face 
tough situations. So, 
regular practice of 
sports will help the 
cops to stay fit physi- 
cally and mentally, he 
said. 


ASIFABAD 

Woman falls 
into well, dies 
bg 


A woman died when 
she accidentally fell in 
an agriculture well 
while drawing water 
from it at Bogudaguda 
village in Bejjur mandal 
on Monday. Bejjur Sub- 
Inspector Mohan Naik 
said that Alluri Laxmi, 
45, died on the spot 
after falling into the 
well. She was drawing 
water for her husband, 
Lingaiah at the time of 
the incident. They both 
were working on their 
farm on their cotton 
crop. A case was regis- 
tered. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Row over 800 MW 


om Ramagundam plant 


Power engineers’ body wants the proposed plant to be 
wholly owned by Genco and not as a joint venture with SCCL 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The State government’s de- 
cision to construct an 800 
MW supercritical thermal 
power station in Ramagun- 
dam of Peddapalli district in 
a joint venture between 
TGGENCO and Singareni 
Collieries Company Limited 
(SCCL) is snowballing into a 
controversy with the Telan- 
gana State Power Engineer 
Association opposing the 
joint venture. 

The JAC, formed by the 
engineers, wants the pro- 
posed thermal power station 
wholly owned by Genco and 
not as a joint venture with 
Singareni Collieries. 

Recently, the State gov- 
ernment issued orders ask- 
ing Genco and SCCL to form 
a joint venture and con- 
struct the thermal plant at 
Ramagundam. The govern- 
ment asked both authorities 


JAC members have been protesting 
against the govt’s decision sporting black 
badges since Sept 26 and have sought 
the Chief Minister’s intervention 


to work out the modalities 
for forming a joint venture 
to construct the power 
plant. Genco was directed to 
prepare a Detailed Project 
Report (DPR) within one 
month and submit it to the 
government. 

During its recent general 
body meeting, the associa- 
tion strongly opposed the 
joint venture and urged the 
government to hand over 
the construction of the plant 
exclusively to Genco. The 
association members 
pointed out that it was noth- 
ing but encouraging privati- 
sation as the Centre has a 49 
per cent stake in Singareni. 
All employees and engi- 


neers of the power utilities 
in the State were in favour of 
setting up a new power 
plant through Genco, and 
under no circumstances 
would they accept aJV with 
Singareni, the JAC claimed. 
The JAC members have 
been protesting the govern- 
ment’s decision sporting 
black badges since Septem- 
ber 26 and requested the 
Chief Minister to intervene 
in the matter and ensure 
that the new power plant 
was established by Genco. 
Members of the Telan- 
gana Power Employees Joint 
Action Committee (TGPE- 
JAC) on Friday staged a 
protest in all the circle of- 


fices, corporate offices and 
generating stations across 
the State, demanding the 
government to hand over 
the construction work of 
Ramagundam power plant 
to Genco. 

The JAC leaders said that 
Genco was exclusively cre- 
ated to set up power plants 
in the State, whereas the 
Singareni was basically a 
coal mining company and 
did not have expertise on 
constructing power plants, 
hence involving it in the 
construction work of the 
power plant was not advis- 
able. 

The JAC leaders claimed 
that if the plant was con- 
structed in a joint venture, 
the Genco would lose its 
identity. The construction 
and operation and mainte- 
nance of all the power plants 
in the State, except the Sin- 
gareni power plant at Jaipur 
are being done by Genco. 


BRS demands govt to fill two lakh jobs 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Former BRS MLA Balka 
Suman demanded the State 
government to immediately 
accord financial sanction to 
fill two lakh government 
jobs, as promised by the 
Congress during the elec- 
tions. He said the State gov- 


ernment was diverting pub- 
lic attention from its failure 
to provide government jobs, 
unemployment allowance 
and other electoral promises. 

He criticised Chief Minis- 
ter Revanth Reddy for fail- 
ing to deliver on promises 
pertaining to government 
jobs and unemployment. 
The Chief Minister was in- 


stead busy carrying money- 
bags to please his Delhi 
bosses, he said, pointing out 
that in the last 10 months of 
Congress rule, no job notifi- 
cation was issued. “Instead, 
the Chief Minister has 
donned the role of an event 
manager by distributing ap- 
pointment letters for jobs 
filled during the previous 


Industrialist duped 
of Rs 28.5 lakh 


STATE BUREAU 

Warangal 

Cybercrooks duped a 
prominent industrialist 


from Hanamkonda of Rs 
28.50 lakh by masquerading 
as members of a CBI team 
probing money laundering. 
The incident came to light 
after the industrialist 
lodged a complaint with the 
local cybercrime officials. 

According to reports, the 
industrialist received a call 
from a woman on October 
2, who introduced herself as 
an official from the TRAI 
and told him that his Aadhar 
card was not linked to his 
mobile phone number. 

She said her superiors 
would talk to him and hung 
up the phone. After a while, 
another woman called and 
introduced herself as a CBI 


Mumbai branch officer and 
made a WhatsApp video 
call and showed the setting 
similar to the CBI office to 
prove that she was not a 
fraud and that she was call- 
ing from the probe agency. 
A person named ‘Naresh 
Goyal had told the CBI that 
he paid a commission of Rs 
18.16 lakh to him for laun- 
dering Rs 6.8 crore, she said, 
adding that the CBI officers 
would reach his office at 
Hanamkonda anytime and 
arrest him.The woman 
asked the industrialist to 
transfer the money cur- 
rently in his bank to the ac- 
count indicated by her and 
told him that after the in- 
vestigation of the case was 
completed, it would be de- 
posited in his account. Fear- 
ing arrest, the industrialist 
transferred Rs 28.50 lakh. 


Cancel GO 477, 
says Dasoju 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Senior BRS leader Dasoju 
Sravan demanded the State 
government to cancel GO 
477 and halt the demolition 
of houses for the Musi 
Riverfront Beautification 
Project. He found fault 
with the State government 
for forcibly evicting thou- 
sands of families living 
along the river banks, with- 
out consultation, adequate 
compensation and rehabil- 
itation, in violation of the 
rights of the residents. 

In a letter to the Chief 
Minister, Sravan compared 
the Congress government’s 
actions in Telangana to 
that of ‘bulldozer raj’ in 
Uttar Pradesh. He said the 
State government was de- 
molishing the homes in vi- 
olation of the RFCTLARR 
Act, 2013, without proper 
rehabilitation plans. 


BRS regime,” he said. The 
former MLA said the Con- 
gress leaders, including 
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi, released the Hyder- 
abad Youth Declaration with 
promises to provide two 
lakh jobs with a job calendar, 
unemployment allowance, 
electric scooters for girls 
aged over 18 and others. 


Revanth pleasing his 
Delhi bosses: KTR 


Says he visited Delhi 23 times in 10 months 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao lambasted Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy 
for his frequent trips to 
Delhi, stating that these 
were aimed at pleasing his 
Delhi bosses rather than ad- 
dressing the State’s issues. 
He said the Chief Minister 
was mortgaging Telan- 
gana’s interests before the 
Congress high command, 
destroying the lives of the 
poor and marginalised sec- 
tions to fill the party’s cof- 
fers through projects like 
the Musi Riverfront Devel- 
opment Project. 

In a statement, Rama Rao 
pointed out that over the 
last 10 months, the Chief 
Minister visited Delhi 23 
times, with no tangible ben- 
efit to the State. He de- 
manded Revanth Reddy to 
explain whether he suc- 
ceeded in getting enough 
funds from the Centre that 
matched his travel ex- 
penses. He said at this rate, 
Revanth Reddy might set a 
record for any Chief Minis- 
ter for the highest number 
of trips to Delhi. 

“Instead of focusing on 
the development and ad- 
ministration in Telangana, 
the Chief Minister is occu- 
pied with extensive meet- 
ings in Delhi. His trips ap- 
pear to be only meant to 
please his Delhi bosses and 
submit accounts earned for 
the party through corrupt 
projects like the Musi River- 
front project,” he said, ask- 
ing how much funds the 
Chief Minister managed to 
secure from the Centre. The 
BRS working president 


Hyderabad realty collapsed 
in just two months: BRS 


HYDERABAD: With the 
State revenue witnessing 
a clear dip, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao 
questioned Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy about 
the latter’s failed policies 
affecting the State rev- 
enue. He cited various 
news reports on deterio- 
rating State revenue, in- 
cluding a steep fall in Hy- 
derabad’s realty market. 
Inastatement, Rama 
Rao charged the Chief 
Minister with failing to 
protect Hyderabad, the 
economic growth engine 
of Telangana, and instead 
instilling fear among the 
common people through 
reckless actions like bull- 
dozer politics and demoli- 
tion of properties in the 
name of HYDRAA. “Hyder- 
abad’s real estate col- 
lapsed in just two months, 
and registrations have 


went on to criticise Revanth 
Reddy for prioritising his 
political position rather 
than fulfilling the promises 
made to the people. 

He remarked that the 
Chief Minister’s claims that 
these trips were meant to 
secure funds for the State 
appear to be mere posturing 
and misleading. “Just like 
we predicted before the 
elections, the Chief Minister 
is busy shuttling before Hy- 
derabad and Delhi to pros- 
trate before his bosses to 
safeguard his position,” he 
said. 


GRAND FESTIVITIES 
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fallen sharply. The rev- 
enue has decreased. Chief 
Minister, if you’re not ca- 
pable of generating new 
revenue, at least protect 
the existing income 
streams,” he remarked, 
questioning Revanth’s 
ability to manage the 
State’s finances effec- 
tively. He also took aim at 
the government’s focus 
on developing the Future 
City, calling it a pet proj- 
ect of the CM and his 
brothers, hinting at 
favouritism and mis- 
placed priorities. “You 
seem to be planning to 
create an artificial real es- 
tate boom in the name of 
Future City, but how cana 
boom happen without the 
common people buying 
and selling? How will the 
revenue increase?” he 
asked, casting doubts on 
the CM’s agenda. 


He reminded the Chief 
Minister that the people of 
Telangana did not vote for 
him to be at Delhi’s beck and 
call, but to improve their 
lives. He stressed that 
Telangana needed a leader 
focused on the State’s wel- 
fare, not one occupied with 
securing his own political 
future. He advised Revanth 
Reddy to stop these need- 
less trips to sacrifice Telan- 
gana’s dignity on the na- 
tional stage and instead 
dedicate his efforts towards 
fulfilling the promises made 
to the people of Telangana. 


People immerse Bathukammas in a water body in Narsapur of Medak district on Monday. 


ao 


KTR slams govt for cancelling 
journalists’ house sites 


STATE BUREAU 
KARIMNAGAR 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao found fault with 
the State government for 
cancelling house sites allo- 
cated to journalists in 
Karimnagar town by the 
previous BRS government. 
He said the Congress gov- 
ernment, led by Chief Minis- 
ter A Revanth Reddy, was 
unable to digest the alloca- 
tion of house sites to jour- 
nalists, who were always 
working for the wellbeing of 
the society. While houses of 
poor people were being de- 
molished in Hyderabad, 
house sites of journalists 
were taken back in Karimna- 
gar, he said, questioning the 
governance in the State. 
Terming the move shame- 
ful, Rama Rao said it was not 
proper on the part of the 
government to take back 
house sites instead of work- 
ing for the welfare of jour- 
nalists. The Congress had 


Stop treating scribes 
unfairly, says Harish 


HYDERABAD: Former 
Minister and senior BRS 
legislator T Harish Rao 
condemned the State 
government’s decision to 
withdraw house sites al- 
lotted to 118 journalists in 
Karimnagar during the 
BRS regime. He asked 
whether this was the gov- 
ernment’s gift to journal- 
ists during the festive 
season of Bathukamma 
and Dasara. Terming the 
government’s action as 
political vendetta, Harish 
Rao said that it was an- 


developed a grudge against 
scribes as they were ques- 
tioning the government, he 
said, adding that ahead of 
the festival, the Revanth 
Reddy government had 
given a big shock to journal- 


other evidence of the 
Congress-mark atrocious 
behaviour. He questioned 
the need to make journal- 
ists, who work for the bet- 
terment of society, suffer 
and destroy their dream 
to own a house. On behalf 
of the BRS, he demanded 
that journalists and their 
families should not be 
treated unfairly and that 
the government should 
immediately revoke its de- 
cision to cancel the house 
sites allotted to journal- 
ists. 


ists. Questioning the need to 
cancel sanctioned house 
sites, he said the BRS would 
fight the State government 
against such injustice and 
demanded that the State re- 
voke its decision. 


Ex-Mayor Teegala 
to return to [DP 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Former Mayor Teegala Kr- 
ishna Reddy on Monday an- 
nounced that he would re- 
turn to the TDP. To this 
effect, he also met Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister and 
TDP Chief N Chandrababu 
Naidu. 

The former Hyderabad 
Mayor said people were 
yearning for former Chief 
Minister late NT Rama 
Rao’s governance in Telan- 
gana as well. He claimed that 
it was Naidu who developed 
Cyberabad, and during his 
rule, Clean and Green, the 
Best City and Best Tourism 
awards were won. 

“T will 100% join TDP. 
The party still has many fol- 
lowers here, and they all 
will be brought onto a single 
platform to regain its past 
glory. Naidu said he will 
discuss it soon,” Krishna 
Reddy said. After the for- 
mation of Telangana, Kr- 
ishna Reddy quit TDP and 


66 


TDP still has 
many followers 
in TG, and they 

all will be 
brought onto 
single platform 


— T KRISHNA REDDY, 
Former Mayor 


joined BRS. However, after 
Congress came to power, he 
along with his daughter-in- 
law Anitha Reddy joined 
the Congress in February. 
Meanwhile, BRS MLAs 
Ch Malla Reddy and Marri 
Rajasekhar Reddy also met 
the Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister. Marri Rajasekhar 
Reddy said on X: “Hon- 
oured to personally invite 
the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu garu to 
my daughter’s meeting.” 


Bhatti seeks power supply 
plans for next seven years 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Energy Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka directed 
officials to prepare power 
supply plans for the next 
seven years for the State. 

Bhatti, who held a review 
meeting with the officials of 
the Energy Department at 
the Secretariat on Monday, 
said currently, there was a 
peak demand of 15,700 MW 
in the State, and as the 
power demand was likely to 
touch 27,000 MW in the 
next seven years, the offi- 
cials should prepare plans 
accordingly. 

He also asked officials to 
adopt modern technology in 
accordance with the 
changes coming in the 
power sector. He directed 
Energy Secretary Ronald 
Rose to set up a research 
centre at the Transco facil- 
ity to introduce new tech- 
nology. 

Ronald Rose briefed the 
Deputy Chief Minister 


Reduce production cost, SCCL told 


HYDERABAD: Deputy 
Chief Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka, while 
ensuring all kinds of sup- 
port to the Singareni Col- 
lieries Company Limited 
(SCCL), asked the com- 
pany to reduce the cost of 
coal production to survive 
the future challenges and 
competition. 

Speaking at a pro- 
gramme organised to dis- 
tribute bonus cheques to 
Singareni workers on 
Monday, Bhatti said there 
was a need to reduce the 
cost of coal production to 
a large extent, only then 
would the company have 
a future. The production 
cost of contract workers 
was much lower than the 
production cost of Sin- 


about the power supply sit- 
uation in the State and con- 
struction of substations, and 


gareni workers in coal 
production, and if these 
differences were cor- 
rected, the company 
could achieve more prof- 
its and development, he 
observed. A percentage of 
the profits was being 
used by the company to 
start new mines and new 
businesses, he said, 
adding that the State gov- 
ernment was taking 
measures to protect the 
interest of both the com- 
pany and its workers. 

“The Singareni belongs 
to its workers, and the 
company’s assets are the 
property of the workers. 
The government’s only re- 
sponsibility is to sustain 
and support them,” he 
said. 


other important develop- 
ments taking place in 
Transco. 
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MMTS 
cancelled 
V 


Due to blockage of traf- 
fic at Secunderabad 
station yard, certain 
MMTS services have 
been cancelled or par- 
tially cancelled on Oc- 
tober 8. While the Se- 
cunderabad - 
Falaknuma (47250) 
service has been can- 
celled, Falaknuma - Hy- 
derabad (47201) serv- 
ice has been partially 
cancelled. 


HYDERABAD 


ACB officials 
trap ASI 
V 


The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau officials on 
Monday caught an As- 
sistant Sub Inspector 
from Medchal police 
station for allegedly 
demanding and accept- 
ing a bribe of Rs 
50,000 from a person 
for an official favour. 
The ASI, K Madhu 
Sudan Rao, demanded 
the money from a busi- 
nessman for not taking 
any coercive steps 
against him and to set- 
tle a payment dispute 
with some customers, 
said the ACB. Ona 
complaint, the ACB had 
laid the trap. 


HYDERABAD 

Two persons 
electrocuted 
V 


Two persons were 
electrocuted when an 
iron ladder came in 
contact with a high 
tension wire at Med- 
chal on Monday. Three 
others sustained in- 
juries in the incident. 
The deceased were 
identified as Gudu 
Baitu (26) and Mangi 
(25). The incident oc- 
curred when the duo, 
along with the other 
workers, was shifting 
an iron ladder when it 
came in contact witha 
high-tension wire. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Festive rush chokes 


ee DUS, railway stations 


Many from city head to their native places for Dasara 
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C ROMEO 
HYDERABAD 


The festive season of Dasara 
has ignited a frenzy of 
travel, with bus and railway 
stations in Hyderabad teem- 
ing with families desperate 
to reach their native towns. 
With just a few days remain- 
ing for the Vijayadashami, 
which falls on Saturday, 
there is a mad rush of pas- 
sengers at bus and railway 
stations in Hyderabad. 

A massive movement of 
people is underway from 
Hyderabad to districts of 
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh 
and even parts of Karnataka, 
with everyone eager to re- 
unite with their families in 
their hometowns before Sat- 
urday. Major bus stations 
like Mahatma Gandhi Bus 
Station (MGBS), Jubilee Bus 
Station (JBS) in Secunder- 
abad are packed by the sheer 
number of people seeking 
reserved tickets. The rail- 
way stations at Secunder- 
abad, Nampally, Kacheguda, 
and Lingampalli, are no less 
chaotic. It has become a 
common sight to spot fami- 
lies, with their heavy lug- 
gage filled with clothes and 
gifts for Dasara festival, oc- 
cupying every inch of the 
platform. 

Rajesh, a software profes- 
sional travelling to his na- 
tive Karimnagar says, “I am 
excited to finally visit home 
after a long break. Dasara is 
always a special time for 
family gatherings, and I did- 
n’t want to miss it this year, 
no matter how crowded the 
trains get.” 

Despite the inconven- 
ience of crowded stations, 
the atmosphere at railway 
and bus stations is lively, 
with a sense of anticipation 
and excitement among trav- 
ellers. Travelling during fes- 
tival season is chaotic, but 
it’s part of the experience. 
The whole family is eagerly 
waiting, and I can’t wait to 
participate in the celebra- 
tions,” says Meena, a school 
teacher. 

To meet the heavy de- 
mand, the Telangana State 
Road Transport Corpora- 
tion (TGSRTC) is operating 
special buses for the entire 
festival season. The State 
transporter has set up sev- 
eral pick-up points in Hy- 
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A cop shares a lighter moment with a woman passenger at MGBS on Monday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


TGSRTC makes all arrangements 


HYDERABAD: Telangana 
State Road Transport Cor- 
poration (TGSRTC), Man- 
aging Director, VC Sajjanar 
requested Police and 
Transport Departments to 
cooperate with RTC to en- 
sure passengers reach 
safely to their destinations 
for the Bathukamma and 
Dasara festivals. 

Speaking at a coordina- 
tion meeting at Bus Bhavan 
on Monday, Sajjanar said 
that there was a possibility 
of congestion at bus 


derabad. The outbound pas- 
sengers can board these spe- 
cial buses from MGBS, JBS, 
LB Nagar, Uppal, Aramghar, 
Santosh Nagar and KPHB 
from October 1 to 15. These 
special buses will facilitate 
journeys from Hyderabad 
and Secunderabad to vari- 
ous locations within the 
state and other states like 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, 
and Maharashtra. 

Meanwhile, the South 
Central Railway (SCR) is 
also operating special trains 
to clear the rush during 
Bathukamma and Dasara 
festivities. 

Given the high volume of 
travellers, there is an in- 
crease in security checks 
and station authorities en- 
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stands in the coming days. 
He advised citizens not to 
take risks by travelling in 
private vehicles, as there 
will be a lot of vehicular 
traffic during festive days. 
“TGSRTC has highly ex- 
perienced drivers who will 
deliver safely to destina- 
tions,” he said. The 
TGSRTC has made all the 
arrangements for the pas- 
sengers going to their 
hometowns for Dasara fes- 
tival operating about 6304 
special buses across the 


State. We have set up spe- 
cial camps and provided all 
facilities to the passen- 
gers. We have appointed 
monitoring officers in each 
busy area. They will keep 
special buses available to 
provide information to the 
passengers.” TGSRTC MD 
VC Sajjanar said. 

For further details and 
advance reservation, visit 
tgsrtcbus.in. or contact 
TSRTC call centre numbers 
040-69440000 or 040- 
23450033. 


SCR to run 770 specials 


HYDERABAD: In view of 
the Chhath Puja and 
Dasara festivals, SCR will 
be operating about 771 
special trains across its 
jurisdiction. It is also mak- 
ing arrangements to run 
more reserved and unre- 
served (Jansadharan) 
special trains during the 
season as per the de- 
mand. The SCR is running 
special trains in the popu- 
lar routes like Kakinada, 
Tirupati, Visakhapatnam, 


suring safety by managing 
the crowds _ efficiently. 
There is also a visible pres- 


Nagarsol, Malda Town, 
Gorakhpur, Danapur, Rax- 
aul, Nizamuddin, Berham- 
pur and Howrah direc- 
tions. Every year, alarge 
number of people from all 
over the country travel 
for Durga Puja, Diwali and 
Chhath Puja. Due to the 
heavy rush of passengers 
during the festive season, 
most trains see their tick- 
ets go on the waiting list 
two to three months in 
advance. 


ence of police and railway 
personnel to handle the 
surge and guide passengers. 


Cyberabad Police seek 
solutions to trafic woes 


Collaborate with IT sector leaders to 
ease growing congestion in IT hubs 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In a move to address the 
growing traffic concerns in 
the Cyberabad region, the 
Cyberabad Police in collab- 
oration with IT sector lead- 
ers and associations includ- 
ing the Hyderabad Software 
Enterprises Association 
(HYSEA) are exploring 
short-term and medium- 
term solutions to ease traffic 
congestion in the IT hubs of 
Hi-tech City and the Finan- 
cial District. 

As a part of these efforts, 
on Monday, the Cyberabad 
Commissioner of Police, 
Avinash Mohanty along 
with Joint Commissioner of 
Police, Traffic Cyberabad, D 
Joel Davis in a meeting with 
the representatives of the IT 
companies explored several 
actionable strategies that 
can be implemented for 
ease traffic situation in 
Hitec City area. Some of the 
strategies discussed  in- 
volved staggered shifts to 
ease traffic, information 
sharing on arrival patterns 
of employees, installation of 
cameras for live monitoring 
of traffic flow, support with 
traffic marshals to enable 


Cyberabad Commissioner of Police Avinash Mohanty and 
others at a meeting in the city on Monday. 


better traffic management, 
improvement of roads and 
creating alternative routes. 

Also it was discussed to 
improve public transport in- 
frastructure, Foot over 
Bridges, encourage em- 
ployee carpooling, and cen- 
tralised transportation sys- 
tem. Officials noticed that 
some of the initiatives re- 
quired coordination with 
other departments and it 
was agreed to do a follow- 
up meeting in the next cou- 
ple of weeks with stakehold- 
ers from TGIIC, TSRTC, 
GHMC and other relevant 
Govt departments. 

Ramesh Kaza, Secretary, 
Society for Cyberabad Secu- 
rity Council (SCSC), sug- 
gested forming small cluster 
groups to oversee the exe- 


cution of each action item. 

Prashanth Nandella, pres- 
ident, HYSEA said that 
SCSC and HYSEA will col- 
laborate to create a task 
force and hold periodic 
meetings to review progress 
and ensure impactful re- 
sults. 

Prominent industry lead- 
ers, including Bharani Aroll, 
pas president, HYSEA and 
Amarnath Atmakuri, CRO, 
ITE and C Department, 
leading companies includ- 
ing Infosys, Microsoft, Mi- 
cron, WIPRO, TCS, Cog- 
nizant, Tech Mahindra, 
Deloitte, DBS Tech, Real- 
page, LTIMindtree, Broad- 
ridge, ServiceNow, ZF, 
CtrlS, State Street, HSBC, 
Amazon and others were 
present. 


MIM, Cong workers 
clash in Nampally 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Five persons were injured 
when AIMIM and Con- 
gress workers clashed in 
the city on Monday after- 
noon. The incident oc- 
curred when Congress 
leader Feroz Khan, who 
contested from the Nam- 
pally constituency in the 
Assembly elections, was 
meeting people during the 
course of his padayatra. 

The Congress workers 
were suddenly confronted 
by a group of people, led by 
AIMIM Nampally MLA 
Mohd Majid Hussain, who 
rushed towards the Con- 
gress workers. A free-for- 
all ensued with the AIMIM 
workers attacking the Con- 
gress workers and vice- 
versa. 


Two killed 
in accident 


In the melee, a man 
snatched away a lathi from 
a woman constable and at- 
tacked a Congress worker 
on his head. In the videos 
making rounds on several 
social media platforms, the 
Nampally MLA was also 
heard hurling abuses at the 
Congress leaders and 
workers. 

A handful of policemen 
had a tough time in con- 
trolling both the groups. 
On receiving information, 
senior police officials along 
with additional forces 
rushed to the spot and dis- 
persed the gathering. Ten- 
sion gripped the area fol- 
lowing the clash between 
the two political groups. 

“Investigation is going 
on. Two cases will be regis- 
tered,” said DCP (south- 
west), G Chandra Mohan. 


Teacher held 
for chain 
snatching 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A mathematics teacher, 
who had allegedly 
snatched a gold chain from 
a woman, was arrested by 
the Ibrahimpatnam police 
on Monday. The police re- 
covered two gold chains 
from his possession. 

The arrested, Bontha 
Anil (24), a teacher at a pri- 
vate school on Friday, 
snatched the gold chain 
from a woman, 
Bharthamma, a farmer at 
Ramdaspally village in 
Ibrahimpatnam. 

According to police, Anil 
got addicted to online 
games and lost huge 


amounts in it. Due to in- 
sufficient earnings and to 
meet a lavish lifestyle, he 
started committing chain 
snatchings. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Two persons were killed 
when a lorry ran over them 
at Meerpet in city outskirts 
on Monday. 

According to the police, 
RTC employee  Shaik 
Basha (42), a resident of 
Meerpet, was travelling to 
Uppal bus depot on his mo- 
torcycle when security 
guard, A Shravan Kumar 
(41) requested to a ride at 
KTR Kaman. 

The security guard re- 
quested Shaik Basha for a 
ride and sat on the motor- 
cycle after Shaik Basha 
agreed. “When the duo 
reached Bhupesh Gupta 
Nagar crossroads, a speed- 
ing lorry hit the motorcy- 
cle. Shaik Basha and Shra- 
van Kumar fell on the road 
and were run over by the 
lorry. Both of them died on 
the spot,” said Meerpet 
sub-inspector, M_ Ra- 
jasekhar. 


WARRANTY * 


& ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY ~“ 
HEARING AIDS @ AFFORDABLE PRICES* 
ADDITIONAL OFFERS 


Home Visits 
Available* 


FREE HEARING TEST & TRIAL* 
Date : 8" Oct - 18t" Oct 


No Cost |365 Days Damage 
EMI * Protection* 


F ' = 
ie De ‘ <a 


“ ail Lae 
Children using a cloth try to catch fish at Jalpally lake in Ranga Reddy district on Monday. — Photo: Surya Sridhar 


oO 


* TEC Apply 


Five arrested for murder of businessman 


(30), G Venkata Subbaiah (25) 
and Annika Manikanta (25). 
The prime suspect B 
Dwarakanath Reddy (48) is ab- 
sconding. According to N Koti 
Reddy, DCP in-charge Balana- 
gar, the victim K Venkatap- 
panna Reddy and the prime 
suspect Dwarakanath, were 
partners in a catering business 
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CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


in Kakinada in AP. However, 
Dwarakanath had to pay Rs 28 
lakh to the Venkatappanna and 
the former to avoid it left Kaki- 
nada and went away to some 
place. Over a period of time, 
Venkatappanna shifted to Hy- 
derabad and stayed in Jagad- 
girigutta. He worked in a pri- 
vate company. A few months 


avoid payment planned to kill 
Venkatappanna. On October 4, 
the six persons kidnapped the 
man from Jagadgirigutta and 
took him in a car to Beechu- 
pally in Jogulamba Gadwal dis- 
trict, and after tying his hands 
and legs threw him in the Kr- 
ishna River leading to his 
death,” said N Koti Reddy. 


ago, Venkatappanna came to 
know that Dwarakanath Reddy 
was staying in Tirupati and 
after meeting him, asked him to 
clear the amount. Dwarakanth 
issued cheques but due to some 
reasons, it was dishonoured. 
“Venkatappanna, pres- 
surised Dwarakanath to pay 
the money and the latter to 


Five persons were arrested by 
the Jagadgirigutta police for al- 
legedly kidnapping and killing 
a businessman. 

The arrested are Basireddy 
Sudhakar Reddy (59), Pasam 
Prasad (36), B Kiran Kumar 
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FORECAST 
Partly cloudy sky in the 
morning hours becoming 
generally cloudy sky 


HYDERABAD 


MBBS 


counselling 
Vv 


Kaloji Narayana Rao 
University of Health 
Sciences issued notifi- 
cation for exercising 
web-options for sec- 
ond phase of coun- 
selling after first phase 
for admission under 
management quota for 
2024-25 in affiliated 
private medical col- 
leges and Neelima In- 
stitute of Medical 
Sciences. 


Max. tem: 34.2°C 
Min. tem: 24.0°C 
RH: 73% 
Rainfall: Nil 


HYDERABAD 
Wikimedia 
tech summit 
WV 


The Wikimedia Tech- 
nology Summit 2024 
concluded in Hyder- 
abad. Hosted by the 
IIIT-H, with support 
from Indic MediaWiki 
Developers User Group 
and Wikimedia Founda- 
tion, the summit had a 
one-day Hackathon on 
the IIIT Hyderabad 
campus. It was titled 
‘Wiki Tech for All: Em- 
powering Voices, Ex- 
panding Horizons’. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


TG mountaineer 
scales Mt Gorichen 


Success of challenging expedition is a significant achievement 


CITY BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


Imagine climbing a peak 
that is 6,488 metres in height 
without pre-existing route, 
base camps, porters to carry 
equipment, tricky terrain, 
and, above all, the last suc- 
cessful ascent of the moun- 
tain was way back in 1980s! 
These were the odds that a 
group of climbers, led by 26- 
year-old Anvitha Padamati 
from Bhongir, had to face 
while attempting to scale 
Mt. Gorichen, the highest 


mountain bordering 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
China. 


Known for its remote lo- 
cation and treacherous ter- 
rain, Mount Gorichen is one 
of the most challenging and 
least-climbed peaks in the 
Eastern Himalayas. Given 
the challenges, the success 
of the expedition is being 
seen as a sign of significant 
achievement. 

“It’s like starting to pre- 
pare for an examination 
without practice, notes or 
syllabus. Mt. Gorichen is a 
virgin mountain and we had 
to figure out everything in- 
cluding routes and where to 
established camps for our 
team while we make the as- 
cent. The entire expedition 
was planned for 33 days,” 
says Anvitha, a senior in- 
structor at Transcend Acad- 
emy of Rock Climbing 
(TARC), who already sum- 
mited the Mt. Everest in 
2022. Organised by TARC, 
the Gorichen expedition, 
which comprised eight ama- 
teur climbers, was mainly 


Organised by TARC, the Gorichen expedition, which comprised eight amateur climbers, was mainly 
focused on exploring the unexplored and remote locations. 


6 


focused on exploring the un- 
explored and remote loca- 
tions. “Every climber had to 
deal with a large glacier on 
the back and rock boulders 
on the front. We didn’t have 
a clue, which boulder will 
support the  climber’s 
weight and which one will 
cave-in. The climb was tech- 
nical, which tested skills, fit- 
ness and endurance,” says 


Every climber had to deal 
with large glacier on the 

back and rock boulders 
on the front. The climb tested » 
skills, fitness and endurance 


— ANVITHA, Mountaineer 


Anvitha. While well-known 
mountain destinations like 
the Mount Everest have 
structured support system 
including a base camp, this 
expedition did not have 
such facilities. The group of 
eight from TRAC expedi- 
tion joined a group of Army 
personnel, who were also 
looking to make a successful 
ascent. “We had to trek for 


days to figure out an ideal 
place for us to establish a 
base camp. Subsequently, to 
make the ascent of the peak, 
we established three camps 
and plan our rations accord- 
ingly. We, however, re- 
ceived a lot of inputs from 
the Army personnel,” the 
climber said. 

The eight members of the 
climbing expedition in- 


cluded Anvitha Reddy 
Padamati (Bhongir), 
Yeswanth Naik (Ma- 
habubabad), Ashruha 
Kothakapu (Hyderabad), 
Sharad Kulkarni (Pune), Yo- 
geswari Bohare  (Au- 
rangabad), Denish Patel 


(Gujarat), Yogi Radadiya 
(Gujarat) and Jayesh Choksi 
(Mumbai). 


TT-NT’s Dasara bonanza enthrals many 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The ‘Telangana Today’ 
and ‘Namasthe Telangana’ 
Dasara Shopping Bonanza 
has continued to create a lot 
of excitement and draw en- 
thusiastic response from 
shoppers in Hyderabad dur- 
ing the ongoing Dasara fes- 
tival. 

The daily lucky draw and 
the possibility of winning 
gifts has been a major at- 
traction, as shoppers along 
with their families have 
been trying their luck by 
participating in large num- 
bers in the double dhamaka, 
coupled with rebates of- 
fered by the outlets. 

On Monday, the sixth 
lucky draw was held at Or- 
ange Group Auto Private 
Limited, Karkhana, in the 
presence of customers. The 
lucky draw was picked by 
Director of Orange Auto 
Pvt. Ltd. Rahul Yalaman- 
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Charan Anand, Manager, NT and TT; Rahul Yalamanchili, 
director of Orange Group; B Purnima, CGM-Sales; and G 
Santosh, GM-Sales; during the lucky draw on Monday. 


chili, Sales General Manager 
D Santosh, Sales CGM B 
Purnima, ‘Namasthe Telan- 
gana’ AGM _ (Advertise- 
ments) Raji Reddy and Man- 
ager Charan Anand. 

The first prize (32-inch 
television) was bagged P 
Gopal Yadav who shopped 
at Orange Group Auto while 
the second prize (smart- 


phone) was won by D 
Ramesh, who shopped at 
Manepally Jewellers, and 
the third prize of gift 
voucher went to Swayan- 
thika Dora, who shopped at 
Cherma’s. 

Expressing happiness to 
participate in the unique ini- 
tiative, Rahul Yalamanchili 
said that the nine-day shop- 


Congress 
tries to float 
counter 
narratives 


“Our doors are open. Let 
opposition parties share 
their suggestions on alter- 
native rehabilitation meas- 
ures,” he said, adding that 
the State government was 
offering double-bedroom 
houses. 

No one wants demoli- 
tions but it was high time 
to protect the lakes, he 
claimed. _ Interestingly, 
contrary to the Chief Min- 
ister’s claim, Vikramarka 
asked how the Opposition 
could come up with fig- 
ures of Rs 1.5 lakh crore 
when no tenders were 
floated for the Musi proj- 
ect. “All the markings and 
eviction from the Musi 
river are only limited to 
full tank level and not of 
those in the buffer zone,” 
he said. 


Project awarded 


to firm... 


Meinhardt had partnered with Pakistan’s 
Defence Housing Authority to develop 
Creek Marina, a luxury housing project, 
but failed to deliver the flats to buyers 
after 19 years, allegedly embezzling over 


Rs 30 billion. 


Media reports from Pakistan reveal 
that the FIA’s investigation has impli- 
cated several top executives of Mein- 
hardt, including Omar Shahzad, who met 
with Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy in 
February to express interest in the Musi 
project. The timing of the partnership 
between the Congress government here 
and Meinhardt has raised eyebrows, es- 
pecially given the firm’s history. Shortly 
after the meeting, the estimated cost of 
the Musi Riverfront Development Proj- 
ect, initially put at Rs 50,000 crore, bal- 
looned to Rs 1.5 lakh crore. 

The BRS has been critical of the State’s 
handling of the project. “Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy is pushing forward with 
a tainted company that has left a trail of 
financial scandals across South Asia. 
Telangana’s taxpayers deserve better,” 
said a senior BRS spokesperson. The BRS 
leadership has vowed to intensify 
protests and demand better accountabil- 
ity as well as transparency. 


Hyderabad 


Sydney. 


ping bonanza has played an 
important role in the surge 
of footfalls to the Orange 
auto showroom. 

D Santosh congratulated 
‘Namasthe Telangana’ and 
‘Telangana Today’ for the 
bonanza draw and pointed 
out that the bumper draw 
has doubled the customer 
walk-ins in Orange Show- 
rooms. 

The Sales CGM of Orange 
Auto, B Purnima recalled 
the decade-long association 
with ‘Namasthe Telangana’ 
and appreciated the shop- 
ping bonanza initiative. 

The Dasara shopping bo- 
nanza has KLM Fashion 
Mall as main sponsor and is 
powered by Almond House, 
while Big C is gift sponsor, 
TNews is TV partner, S TV 
is digital partner and the 
other partners include Kun 
Hyundai, Harsha Toyota, 
Orange Group, Manepally 
Jewellers, Bank of Baroda 
and Punjab National Bank. 


Grand celebrations 
held in Sydney 


CITY BUREAU 


The Velama Association of Australia 
organised the 7th Bathukamma and 
Dasara celebrations in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, which attracted participation 
from close to 300 Telugu speaking fam- 
ilies. Senior office bearers of the Ve- 
lama Association thanked Telugu fam- 
ilies for making Bathukamma and 
Dasara festivities a huge success in 


“Thanks to all Velama committee 
members who worked hard over the 
last couple of months in planning for 
the event. They have not only sup- 
ported financially but also spent a con- 
siderable amount of their personal 
time,” the association members said. 

The Velama Association of Australia 
has been celebrating Bathukamma and 
Dasara as a community since 2018 in 
Australia. “Year-on-year, it’s good to 
see the numbers growing. Our commu- 
nity is not only getting together to cel- 
ebrate the festivals, but we also support 
many underprivileged community 
members back in India. Since 2018, we 
have been supporting needy students 
who were in dire need of support be- 
cause of some unfortunate family cir- 
cumstances,” the members of the Ve- 
lama Association said. 


KNRUHS 


notification 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Kaloji Narayana Rao 
University of Health Sci- 
ences (KNRUHS) notified 
to conduct second phase of 
web based counselling for 
vacant seats under compe- 
tent authority quota for 
BDS course for 2024-25 in 
government, private dental 
colleges and Army Dental 
College in the State of 
Telangana, according to a 
press release. 


Heroes of History: 
A race in time 


A review of the strategy resource-based 
game with great twists 


ith ‘Heroes of His- 
\ X tory: Epic Empire’, 
Game On’s cover- 


age of strategy-based world- 
building games continues, 
as titles from the genre 
seem to be launching all 
around us. ‘Heroes of His- 
tory’ does most things that 
are expected from the genre 
- it involves building struc- 
tures, levelling them up, ex- 
ploring the map, and con- 
quering new territories by 
constructing military struc- 
tures to raise an army. 

However, just when you 
think the game is offering an 
experience similar to ‘Age 
of Empires’, you realise that 
its combat isn’t dependent 
on the usual accumulation 
of army units but rather on 
the heroes who have chosen 
to collaborate with you. 

Set in the imaginary con- 
tinent of Panganea, the 
game begins with Albert 
Einstein welcoming you and 
requesting that you lead a 
prehistoric village into the 
Stone Age, and then re- 
quests you to continue your 
progress until you reach the 
modern age. However, this 
is a world where time travel 
is rampant, as Einstein has 
invented a time machine 
that allows you to summon 
some of the greatest leaders 
from human history to fight 
for you. 

As you try to collect a 
range of world leaders, the 
game blends history and 
fantasy wonderfully by of- 
fering each leader unique 
abilities in combat. I espe- 
cially enjoyed the attention 
to detail given to some of 
these abilities. Each of these 
abilities impacts the battle- 
field in interesting ways, en- 
suring that combat is rarely 
boring. 

The game’s larger narra- 
tive pits Albert Einstein 
against his contemporary, 
Nikola Tesla, as Tesla at- 
tempts to craft his own time 
machine. The strength of 
‘Heroes of History’ lies in its 
ability to balance various 
game modes - from world- 
building and resource gath- 
ering to a detailed campaign 
mode where you collect 
stars by conquering new 
territories. 

Additionally, there’s a set 
of combat challenges where 


HEROES 


WHAT STANDS OUT 


@ The time-travel hero summoning aspect of the game 
is a great addition. You play with the heroes while 
constructing structures for them to train in. 


@ The variety of modes the game offers ensures that 
there’s always something to keep you engaged. 


FAILS TO IMPRESS 


@ The energy cost for combat and the limited energy 
mechanic feels reminiscent of early F2P games. The 
overall experience would have been better without it. 


@ While microtransactions and watching ads for in- 
game resources aren’t aggressively pushed, their in- 
tegration into key game functions like resource gath- 
ering sets a worrisome precedent. 


e@ TITLE: Heroes of History: 


Epic Empire 


e@ DEVELOPER: InnoGames 


GMBH 


e@ GAME TYPE: Single player 
world builder strategy with 
online co-op/alliance com- 


petitions 


e@ PLATFORMS: Android, iOS 
e@ PRICE: Free to Play with in- 


app purchases 


you fight Tesla’s robots to 
‘ascend’ your heroes, and an 
alliance/guild system that 
unlocks once you enter the 
Bronze Age, allowing for co- 
op play. As you steadily 
progress across these game 
modes, you'll appreciate 
how seamlessly the game’s 
interface allows you to mul- 
titask between them. 
However, despite its 
wonderful premise and ex- 
tremely engaging mechan- 
ics not all is perfect with 
‘Heroes of History’. The 
game relies on an energy 
mechanic, where combat 
costs energy, and this en- 
ergy is always limited, push- 
ing players toward either 


: @ Innovative 
Gameplay: 8 

i @ Game Han- 

dling &amp: 
Quality 8 

i @ Value for 

|  Time:9 

! @ Value for 

| — Money: 6.5 

i @ Overall: 7.75 


spending real-world money 
or watching ads to replenish 
it. This mechanic feels rem- 
iniscent of free-to-play (f2p) 
games from the early to 
mid-2010s. It was disap- 
pointing to encounter these 
monetisation tactics, espe- 
cially considering 
InnoGames’ strong legacy 
with the genre. 

Despite its few draw- 
backs and archaic limited 
energy system, ‘Heroes of 
History’ offers a great gam- 
ing experience and, in many 
ways, lays down the gaunt- 
let for ‘Age of Empires Mo- 
bile’, launching later this 
month. 

— Aditya Deshbandhu 


NRIs in UK celebrate Bathukamma 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A large number of non-resi- 
dent Indians (NRIs) and 
representatives from the In- 
dian community organisa- 
tions from across the United 
Kingdom (UK) turned up 
for the grand ‘Chenetha 
Bathukamma and Dasara’ 
celebrations in London, or- 
ganised by the Telangana 
Association of United King- 
dom (TAUK). 

Taking inspiration from 
BRS working president, KT 
Rama Rao’s support for the 
cause of weavers, the TAUK 
decided to dedicate the event 


A large number of Telugu families participated with enthusiasm 
to win gold coins for the top 10 best Bathukamma arrangements. 


as ‘Chenetha Bathukamma 
and Dasara’ for wider sup- 
port and bring attention to 
wear handlooms in every oc- 


casion. Women from all age 
groups performed 
Bathukamma dance to tradi- 
tional songs with great en- 


ergy. A large number of Tel- 
ugu families participated 
with enthusiasm to win gold 
coins for the top 10 best 
Bathukamma arrangements 
and more prizes. 

On the occasion, TAUK fe- 
licitated senior officials in- 
cluding Indian origin British 
ex-MP Virendra Sharma and 
his wife Nirmala for 50 years 
of political service and for 
contributions towards build- 
ing a stronger Indian com- 
munity in the UK. The mem- 
bers of the Telangana UK 
Association also felicitated 
other senior guests with the 
specially imported handloom 
shawls from Telangana State. 


Bathukamma fervour grips Cincinnati 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Telugu-speaking families 
hailing from Telangana 
State and residing in Cincin- 
nati, United States, gathered 
to take part in vibrant cele- 
brations of Bathukamma 
festival with devotion and 
enthusiasm. 

The Bathukamma cele- 
brations, organised by 
Greater Cincinnati Telugu 
Association (Tarangini) and 
Greater Cincinnati Telan- 
gana Association (GCTA) at 
Mason High School (MHS), 
Cincinnati, on Saturday, Oc- 
tober 5, saw participation 
from 350 Telugu people, 


Women prepared Bathukammas with beautiful flower stacks that 
were arranged with different unique seasonal flowers. 


who turned up with their 
near and dear ones. Attired 
in their traditional best, 
women prepared 


Bathukammas with beauti- 
ful flower stacks that were 
arranged with different 
unique seasonal flowers. 


Girls and women in colour- 
ful saris formed circles 
around Bathukammas and 
danced to melodious songs 
like ‘Okkesi Puvvesi Chan- 
damama’, ‘Chittu Chittula 


Bomma’, ‘Bathukamma 
Bathukamma Uyyalo’, etc. 
The members of 


Tarangini including Chandra 
Madichetty, Praveen Palati, 
Hari Koduru, Kanthi Adapa 
and Reshma Khatib, and 
GCTA including Narasimha 
Rao Nagulavancha, Lavaker 
Boreddy, Ganesh Kota, 
Sitaram Boyinepally, Vish 
Gatla, Santosh Kethri, Suresh 
Devarakonda thanked volun- 
teers for the tireless hard 
work. 
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KVN Murthy 
emerges 


runner-up 
V 


Kothyala Venkata 
Narayana Murthy fin- 
ished runner-up in the 
recently concluded 
London ITF Masters 
100 Series at Great 
Malvern, London. His 
impressive run was 
halted in the final, 
where he faced a tough 
challenge from Tim 
Hinton, losing O-6, 1-6. 
Results: Final: Kothyala 
Venkata Narayana 
Murthy lost to Tim Hin- 
ton 0-6, 1-6. 


LONDON 


GCL: Alaskan 
remains 


unbeaten 
WF 


PBG Alaskan Knights 
defeated Alpine SG 
Pipers with a 9-7 score 
to continue their un- 
beaten run at the Global 
Chess League here. 
Alaskan Knights won all 
their five of encounters 
after 15 matches, the 
halfway stage of the 
tournament. Despite 
the team’s top player, 
Anish Giri blundering a 
piece and losing to 
Magnus Carlsen in just 
20 minutes. 


PARIS 


PSG held to 
1-1 draw 


at Nice 
yy 


VEven with Ousmane 
Dembélé back in the 
starting lineup, Paris 
Saint-Germain had a 
sleepy first half before 
being held to a1-1 draw 
at Nice to leave 
Monaco alone at the 
top of the French 
league. The defending 
champion enjoyed 
much of the posses- 
sion but was largely 
unproductive during 
the first half. 


Horoscope 


ARIES 
Aries (March 21-April 20) 
With Venus in your 
“gy second ruling 
ca quarters, you will 
feel comfortable 
with money mat- 
ters. You may attend to sched- 
uled commitments of the day on 
a priority basis. Smiles may 
abundantly shower in your fam- 
ily with the goings-on. If you are 
fighting legal cases, you may re- 
ceive good news from the legal 
team assisting you. Your family 
may celebrate the occasion. 
TAURUS 
(April 21-May 21) 

Presence of ruling 
entity Venus in 
Scorpio will help 
you realise certain 

facts. You may re- 
alise there is no alternative for 
hard work. You may find people 
suggesting you easy methods to 
reach objectives. But you may 
see your parents, especially fa- 
ther, as role model. You may 
feel proud that your father has 
taught you good lessons. You 
are thinking right. 
GEMINI 
(May 22- June 21) 

You may be, no 
doubt, a hard- 
working person 
but the day’s ce- 

lestial influences 
may seek some good planning 
from you. If you are careless and 
relaxed, you may have bitter ex- 
perience. So, try to mix your de- 
termination with good planning 
with support from friends and 
family members. Pick up right 
hands to support you in com- 
pleting tasks. You will end the 
day on a happy note. 


News from 


SPORT 


Sindhu, Sen 
chase glory 


Gear up for Arctic Open Super 500 


PV Sindhu, who exited in the round of 16 in Paris, will face familiar rival Canada’s Michelle Li. 


PTI 
VANTAA 


Star shuttlers PV Sindhu 
and Lakshya Sen will lead 
the Indian contingent at the 
Arctic Open Super 500 tour- 
nament commencing here 
on Tuesday, as they eagerly 
look to reclaim their mo- 
mentum on the interna- 
tional stage following a 
medal-less outing at the 
Paris Olympics. 

This tournament marks 
the first outing for Sindhu 
and Sen since the Olympic 
Games, and they are keen to 
reset their goals. The duo 
has reassessed their per- 
formances and implemented 
changes to regain their 


rhythm. Sindhu has roped in 
Anup Sridhar and Korean 
Lee Syun Il as her new 
coaches, moving on from 
her previous coach Indone- 
sia’s Agus Dwi Santoso. 
Sen, who narrowly 
missed a medal in Paris, 
spent time at the Red Bull 
Arena in Austria for physi- 
cal assessment. In the open- 
ing round, Sindhu, who ex- 
ited in the round of 16 in 
Paris, will face familiar rival 
Canada’s Michelle Li. At the 
same time, Sen, who lost in 
the bronze medal play-off, 
will compete against Den- 
mark’s Rasmus Gemke. 
Double Olympic medal- 
list Sindhu is favoured to 
overcome Li and could face 


18-year-old Japanese sensa- 
tion, Tomako Miyazaki, the 
2022 junior world cham- 
pion, in the next round, an 
opponent against whom she 
lost at the Swiss Open ear- 
lier this year. 

For Sen, it’s a chance for 
revenge against Gemke, hav- 
ing lost to him at the India 
Open in 2023. If he over- 
comes Gemke, he might face 
seventh-seeded Chou Tien 
Chen of Chinese Taipei. Ki- 
dambi Srikanth, returning to 
action at the Macau Open 
after a four-month injury 
layoff, will compete in the 
qualifiers alongside younger 
compatriots Kiran George 
and Sathish Kumar 
Karunakaran. 


Dipa bids farewell to sport 


Feels like the right time, says India’s Ist female Olympic gymnast 


NEW DELHI 


Dipa Karmakar, who blazed 
a trail by becoming the first 
Indian woman gymnast to 
compete at the Olympics 
and finish a historic fourth, 
announced her retirement 
on Monday, ending a career 
in which she inspired awe 
for routinely performing the 
highly-difficult Produnova 
vault. 

The diminutive 3l-year- 
old from Tripura grabbed 
headlines with her fourth- 
place finish in the vault final 
of the 2016 Rio Games, los- 
ing an Olympic medal by 
just 0.15 points. “After much 
thought and reflection, I 
have decided to retire from 
competitive gymnastics. 
This is not an easy decision, 
but it feels like the right 
time,” she said in a state- 
ment. “Gymnastics has been 
at the centre of my life for as 


Dipa, who performed produnova vault grabbed headlines with her 
fourth-place finish in the vault final of the 2016 Rio Games. 


long as Ican remember, and 
I am grateful for every mo- 
ment — the highs, the lows, 
and everything in between.” 
Dipa said she hopes to give 
back to the sport by becom- 
ing a coach at some point in 
her life or she might simply 


remain a “supporter of the 
next generation of gymnasts 
following their dreams”. 
Hailing from Agartala, 
Dipa is one of only five 
women in gymnastics his- 
tory to have successfully ex- 
ecuted the Produnova, 


which involves two somer- 
saults before landing and is 
called the ‘vault of death’ 
owing to the high risk of in- 
jury it poses. 

“When I look back, I feel 
an overwhelming sense of 
pride for everything I’ve 
achieved. Representing 
India on the world stage, 
winning medals, and most 
memorably, performing the 
Produnova vault at the Rio 
Olympics, will forever be 
cherished as the pinnacle of 
my career,” she said. 

“These moments were 
not just victories for me; 
they were victories for 
every young girl in India 
who dared to dream, who 
believed that with hard 
work and determination, 
anything is possible.” Dipa 
was initiated into the sport 
when she was only six and 
was coached by Soma Nandi 
and Bishweshwar Nandi. pti 


Team USA pip 
Team India 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Team USA Team USA 
edged past Team India 14- 
12 in the International 
Arena Challenge Cup at 
the Lakeside Polo Club, 
California. 

India started strong, tak- 
ing advantage with a lead 
of 4-0 by the end of the first 
chukker. India’s Arsalan 
Khan stood out, scoring a 
brilliant field goal. How- 
ever, Team USA rode on 
Robbie Pizarro’s hat-trick 
helping his to win. 


Surya excels in senior tennis tournament 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Surya Pavan edged past 
Madhu Rao 9-7 to claim the 
30+ age category title at the 
18th Hyderabad Open Sen- 
ior Tennis Tournament in 
Hyderabad on Monday. 

In the doubles event, 
Vijay and Shri Ram teamed 
up effectively to defeat 
Satheesh and Rama Rayalu 
with a score of 9-4, securing 
the trophy. In the 40+ event, 
Raja defeated Dr Ashwin to 
clinch the singles title and 
later won the doubles tro- 


CANCER 
(June 22- July 22) 


Feelings of inferior- 
IZ wv ity complex may 


why you are unable 
to understand people around 
and assess their mentalities 
properly. If you are a middle- 
aged person, you may feel sorry 
that you have learnt nothing in 
life. You may end the day think- 
ing that life is a school which 
teaches you daily lessons. You 
are, after all, right. 

LEO 

(uly 23-Aug. 23) 

With Venus moving 
in Scorpio under 
the influence of 
Saturn, aspirations 

to achieve your aims 
will multiply. But you may find 
more obstacles coming in the 
way of your efforts. If you are 
implementing a big project, you 
may be asked to submit more 
explanations or credentials to 
prove your worth. You may have 
to move heaven and earth to 
convince others. 
VIRGO 
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 
With multi-plane- 
tary activity 
/ going on in your 
oA celestial home, 
peace will prevail 
on the domestic front. There 
won't be unnecessary discus- 
sions among family members 
that you witness. You will find 
your son or daughter dis- 
cussing things with spouse and 
elders in good confidence. The 
serene ambience at home will 
boost up your morale. You will 
find the day pleasant. 


Medal winners of the Tennis Tournament in Hyderabad. 


phy with Laggani, beating 
the pair of Ashwin and 
Ramzan. 


(Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 
others but surely, 
are heading an organisation, 
key details in work. However, 
tain a low profile in all your in- 
SCORPIO 
ay and target high. It 
anything in your 
bigger. Dissatisfaction will keep 
worth the hard work. You may 


LIBRA 
= You may try to im- 
IS pr pose your will on 
e the tide may go 
against you. If you 
you may find it necessary to 
question the staff on missing 
with Mercury’s combustion, it 
would be better if you main- 
teractions with people around 
you. 
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 

ES You will think high 
(fe ~ isnot that you 
Ss have not achieved 

sphere of activity but the list of 
your desires and aims may grow 
haunting you as you feel your 
achievements so far are not 
chalk out new plans in tune with 
available human resources. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 

With disappoint- 
ment haunting 
you, you may 
tend to depend 

on destiny to 
achieve success. You may 
feel that your hard work has 
failed to give its due and 
there is no point in continuing 
with your efforts. You may be 
guided by strong feelings that 
destiny is playing games with 
you. You may visit spiritual 
places invoking divine inter- 
vention. You may be right. 


RESULTS: 30+: Singles: 
Surya Pavan bt Madhu Rao 
9-7; Doubles: Vijay/ Shri 


J U B Sastry 
CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

Have you given a 
break to the rou- 
tine of fitness ex- 
ercises? As Sun 

moves in inimical 

regions of the natural zodiac, 
you may develop disinterest in 
physical exercises. Added to 
this, presence of Venus in Scor- 
pio may turn you conscious of 
your external elements. How- 
ever, you would do better if you 
give equal importance to inter- 
nal and external beauty as well. 
AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
= Are you a swimmer 
|] 4 visiting water- 
(@ fronts frequently? 
2D The day seems to 
be disfavouring you, 
and if you entertain any such 
wishes about indulging in swim- 
ming, restrain yourself from vis- 
iting ponds and rivers. To divert 
yourself from such inner de- 
sires, concentrate on work or 
indulge in chatting with friends. 
Be conscious of threats sur- 
rounding you. 
PISCES 
(Feb. 20-March 20) 

Is your intuition 

asking you not 
‘E, to be moody? 

With Moon relax- 

ing inthe 

strongest regions of the natu- 
ral zodiac, that may be quite 
correct. Try to control your 
emotions and feelings without 
letting the inconsistent ideas 
reaching others around. You 
may feel like relaxing and 
spending the time at home. 
You would do better by keep- 
ing off friends and others. 


Ram bt Satheesh/Rama Ray- 
alu 9-4; 40+: Singles: Raja bt 
Dr Ashwin 9-2; Doubles: 
Laggani/Raja bt Dr Ash- 
win/Ramzan; 50+: Singles: 
Chandra Shekhar Reddy bt 
Neelkanth Damre 9-5; Dou- 
bles: Waheed/Manish bt 
Narsimha Reddy/Neelkanth 
9-1; 60+: Singles: Joint win- 
ners: Meher Prakash & 
Ramesh RN; Doubles: Joint 
winners: Ramesh RN/Paul 
Manohar & Meher/Ram 
Reddy; 70+: Singles: V Ga- 
japathy bt Ankaih; Doubles: 
Gajapathy/Ankaih bt Sairam 
Babu/Dr Chandra Shekhar. 


COMIC STRIPS 


TG teams win bronze medals 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Telangana’s boys and girls 
teams clinched bronze 
medals at the 34th Junior 
National Throwball Cham- 
pionship at University Col- 
lege of Science, Saifabad, 
Hyderabad, on Monday. 

In the bronze medal 
matches, the boys’ team out- 
played Madhya Pradesh 
with scores of 15-9 and 15-11, 
while the girls’ team over- 
came Kerala in a closely 
fought contest, winning 15-11 


I 


Telangana boys and girls teams, who grabbed bronze medals. 


and 15-13. Meanwhile, 
Delhi’s boys and girls se- 
cured top honours in the 
championship. 

RESULTS: FINAL: Boys: 
Delhi bt Tamil Naidu 13-15, 


15-11, 15-9; Girls: Delhi bt 
Tamil Naidu 15-8, 15-10. 
Bronze medal matches: 
Boys: Telangana bt Madhya 
Pradesh 15-9, 15-11, Girls: 
Telangana bt 15-11, 15-13. 


Hindi Mahavidyalaya triumph 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Hosts Hindi Mahavidyalaya, 
Vidyanagar, clinched the 
overall championship title 
at the Osmania University 
Inter-College Fencing 
Championship on Monday. 
RESULTS: Men’s: Epee: 1. P 
Vamahi (Methodist Col- 
lege), 2. Vicky Magar (Hindi 
Mahavidyalaya), 3. Y Murali 
(City College), 4. V Lokesh 
(Hindi Mahavidyalaya); Foil: 
1. Shaik Eliyasduin (City Col- 
lege), 2. Ch Manikanta 
(BJR), 3. Sheetal Singh (Ke- 
shav); 4. Vikas (Hindi Ma- 


CALVIN & HOBBES 


Hi,MOM! HOBBES AND T 
ARE BACK! Do T HAVE 
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FOR A FEW MINUTES, NO ONE NOTICES 
FLASH AND DALE’S ARRIVAL. 
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Members of the Hindi Mahavidyala squad with the winners trophy. 


havidyalaya); Overall Cham- 
pionship Winners: 1. Hindi 
Mahavidyala, 2. Govern- 


NO NEED TO GET UP OR 
LOOK, FOR EXAMPLE, CUT 
THE WINDOW! JUST STAY 
WHERE YOU ARE FoR 
ANOTHER. IO MINUTES ! 
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OH, AND WHATS 
THIS? “101 AMAZING B 
CREAM-FILLEP ECLAIR 
RECIPES” 


www.Blondie.com 


THESE ARE THE GILDED HALLS OF THE IMPERIAL PALACE, WHERE THE BUSINESS 
OF GOVERNANCE IS HACKED AWAY AT LIKE A TREE THAT WON'T FALL. 


COMMERCE, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, PERMITS 
AND TARIFFS,AND BUILDING PROPOSALS.. 


IT USED TO BE SIMPLER. THEY WERE YOUNG REBELS, 
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UNITED AGAINST A TYRANT. 
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ment City College, 3. 
Methodist College of Engi- 
neering and Technology. 
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You? 


IM GOING TO SIT 
ON THE SOFA WITH 
BOTH AND LET THEM 

SLUG IT OUT. 
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KARAIKUDI 

TG’s Sarayu 
shares lead 
in nationals 
x 


Cricket: Women’s 
720 WC, Aus vs NZ, 
7.30 pm on Star 
Sports1&2 


Top-seed Velpula 
Sarayu of Telangana 
defeated G. Mallar Arya 
with black pieces and 
joined overnight joint- 
leaders IM Padmini 
Rout, WIM Priyanka at 
the top with 4.5 points 
as six players shared 
the lead at the end of 
the 5th round of the 
50th National 
Women’s Chess Cham- 
pionship here on Mon- 
day. Also sharing the 
top spot with them are 
former National Cham- 
pion and Women’s 
Grandmaster (WGM) 
Mary Ann Gomes, 
WGM PV Nandhidhaa, 
WIM Isha Sharma, who 
also moved to 4.5 
points. Padmini Rout 
and Priyanka had to 
settle for a draw in 35 
moves on the top 
board. 


NEW DELHI 

India win 
team gold in 
50m pistol 


V 


The troika of Deepak 
Dalal (545), Kamaljeet 
(543) and Raj Chandra 
(528) won the men’s 
50m pistol team gold 
medal on the conclud- 
ing day of the Junior 
World Shooting Cham- 
pionship at the Peru- 
vian capital of Lima. In- 
dian shooting team 
won the yellow metal 
with a combined tally 
of 1616 points beating 
Azerbaijan by a point. 
Armenia came third. In 
all, India’s junior shoot- 
ers finished the cham- 
pionship on top. 


LONDON 

Davis Cup: 
India drawn 
against Togo 
Ww 


India will play against 
Togo in the Davis Cup 
World Group | Play-offs 
to be held between 
January 31 and Febru- 
ary 2 next year, accord- 
ing to the draw con- 
ducted by the 
International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) here 
on Monday. The draw, 
which includes both 
World Group | and II 
play-offs, will see 52 
nations compete in 26 
home-and-away ties 
around the globe on ei- 
ther January 31-Febru- 
ary lor February 1-2. 
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Mayank to focus 


on consistency 


I was excited and nervous, says speedster on his debut 


PT 
GWALIOR 


Raw pace has got him the at- 
tention but Mayank Yadav 
knows that it is consistency 
that will assure him of a 
steady run in Indian cricket 
after overcoming several 
fitness-related “ups and 
downs” to make an eagerly- 
anticipated international 
debut. 

The 21-year-old Delhi 
speedster, who had bowled 
the 10 fastest deliveries (all 
above 150 clicks) in the IPL 
this year, unsettled the 
Bangladesh batters with his 
speed in the opening T20 In- 
ternational here on Sunday. 
His figures of 1/21 in four 
overs with 14 dot balls in his 
maiden international appear- 
ance dispelled all doubts 
about his fitness status. 

“I was excited, but to be 
honest, I was a little more 
nervous because I was mak- 
ing a comeback almost three 
months after my injury. I 
hadn’t had many opportuni- 
ties to play competitive 
cricket, and then suddenly 
got the chance to make my 
international debut. So, I was 
a bit nervous,” Mayank said. 

Having shot to instant star- 
dom for Lucknow Super Gi- 
ants with consecutive player 
of the Match awards during 
IPL, his exciting start was cut 
short by an abdominal strain 
which forced him to undergo 
a lengthy rehabilitation pro- 
gramme at the National 
Cricket Academy (NCA). 

While pace will always be 
his calling card, Mayank un- 
derstands that at the inter- 
national level, a consistent 


~— 


India’s Mayank Yadav in action during the first T20 match against Bangladesh in Gwalior. — Photo: AP 


line and length will help him 
enjoy success for a longer 
period. “My pace is always 
at the back of my mind, but 
throughout my IPL journey, 
I’ve learned that consis- 
tency is key in this format, 
especially at the interna- 
tional level. 

“Line and length are cru- 
cial, and being consistent 
really helps as the batters 
start to respect you. So, re- 
cently, I’ve been focusing 
more on being consistent 
with my line and length,” 
the Delhiite said. 

The youngster also 
opened up about the psy- 
chological challenges of re- 
covering from his injury and 
how it made him more nerv- 
ous before his debut game. 
“The time during my injury 
was really difficult because I 


had to go through many 
phases in the last four 
months, witnessing ups and 
downs. “For the people 
working with me, I felt they 
also faced difficulties. So, 
the phase between the IPL 
and my debut was a bit 
tough,” he revealed. 

While during IPL, he fo- 
cussed on extreme pace by 
consistently hitting back of 
the length, the T20I here 
unveiled a different facet of 
his bowling — using the 
slower deliveries to good ef- 
fect. “During the IPL season, 
I didn’t use slower balls 
much because they weren’t 
really required. I used to 
talk with my captain (LSG 
skipper KL Rahul), and he 
would ask me to focus on 
my stock deliveries. “If the 
wicket was helping me, I 


wouldn’t try too many vari- 
ations. So, I relied on my 
stock balls and didn’t use 
slower ones as much. But 
today, the wicket was slow, 
with little bounce and keep- 
ing low, so I realised that a 
change of pace might help,” 
he explained. 

Mayank also shared Team 
India head coach Gautam 
Gambhir’s advice to him. He 
said the former opener did- 
n't tell him to do anything 
differently. “His advice was 
just to focus on my strengths 
and abilities, and to do what 
I do best, things that have 
worked successfully for me 
in the past. 

“He told me to stick to 
those and not put pressure 
on myself by over-thinking 
that I am now playing inter- 
national cricket.” 


England thrash South 
Africa by seven wickets 


Sophie (2/15) helps team seal second win 


SHARJAH 


England put up an all- 
round show to outplay 
South Africa by 
seven wickets for 
their second succes- 
sive win in the 
Women’s T20 World 
Cup here on Monday. 

England’s _four- 
pronged spin attack 
led by Sophie Ecclestone 
(2/15) strangulated South 
Africa in the death overs to 
restrict them to 124/6 after 
they opted to bat on a 
tricky wicket. In reply, 
England lost two wickets 
inside nine overs, but 
thereafter opener Danni 
Wyatt-Hodge (43 off 43) 
and Nat Sciver-Brunt (48 
not out from 36b; 6x4), 
romping home with four 
balls to spare. 

The duo put together a 
match-winning 64-run 
partnership that came off 
just 55 balls. Danni got 
stumped against the run of 
play. But by then the equa- 
tion had boiled down to 1 
from 12 balls, and Sciver- 
Brunt sealed it in the final 
over smashing Ayabonga 
Khaka for a boundary. en 


England’s Charlie Dean (left) celebrates a South Africa wicket 
during their World Cup match in Sharjah. 


Scorecard 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Laura Wolvaardt (c) b Ecclestone 42 (39b, 3x4), Tazmin Brits c Gibson 
b Smith 13 (19b, 1x4), Anneke Bosch b Glenn 18 (26b, 1x4), Marizanne 
Kapp b Ecclestone 26 (17b, 3x4), Chloe Tryon b Dean 2 (5b), Annerie 
Dercksen no 20 (11b, 2x4, 1x6), Sune Luus run out (Nat Sciver-Brunt) 1 
(2b), Nadine de Klerk no 1 (1b); Extras: (w 1) 1; Total: (For 6 wkts in 20 
overs) 124; Fall of wickets: 1-31, 2-71, 3-88, 4-99, 5-110, 6-114; 
Bowling: Nat Sciver-Brunt 4-0-34-0, Linsey Smith 4-0-32-1, Charlie 
Dean 4-0-25-1, Sophie Ecclestone 4-0-15-2, Sarah Glenn 4-0-18-1 


ENGLAND 


Maia Bouchier lbw b Kapp 8 (20b, 1x4), Danni Wyatt-Hodge st tJafta b 
Mlaba 43 (43b, 4x4), Alice Capsey c & b de Klerk 19 (16b, 3x4), Nat 
Sciver-Brunt no 48 (36b, 6x4), Heather Knight (c) no O (1b); Extras: (b 
5, lb 2) 7; Total: (For 3 wkts in 19.2 overs) 125; Fall of wickets: 1-16, 
2-50, 3-114; Bowling: Marizanne Kapp 4-2-17-1, Ayabonga Khaka 
3.2-0-21-0, Chloe Tryon 3-0-25-0, Nonkululeko Mlaba 4-0-22-1, Nadine 
de Klerk 4-0-23-1, Sune Luus 1-0-10-0 


India U-19 make strong start 


CHENNAI 


Nitya Pandya led India U- 
19’s charge with a fluent 94 
as the hosts finished at 316 
for five on the opening day 
of the second Test against 
Australia here on Monday. 
Pandya was among the 
four half-centurions for 
India on the day and also the 


top scorer, having missed 
his triple-figure mark by a 
narrow margin of six runs. 
The right-handed Pandya 
cracked 12 fours to make 94 
off 135 balls before falling to 
Harry Hoekstra (2/29), who 
delivered an early blow to 
India with the dismissal of 
Vaibhav Suryavanshi (3). 
Vihaan Malhotra could only 


manage a four in his score of 
10 off as many as 75 balls as 
Australia seemed to have 
controlled the initial stages 
of the game. 

BRIEF SCORES: India U-19 
316/5 in 90 overs (Nitya 
Pandya 94, KP Karthikeya 71, 
Soham Patwardhan 61 no, 
Nikhil Kumar 61; Harry Hoek- 
stra 2/29) vs Australia U-19. pt: 


Indus Int’l School bag 20 medals 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Players from the host team, 
Indus International School, 
Hyderabad delivered an 
outstanding performance at 
the ISSO National Taek- 
wondo Championships, se- 
curing a total of 20 medals, 
including seven golds, on 
Sunday. 

The competitions fea- 
tured Poomsae and Kyorugi 
categories across various 
age groups, including 
Under-14, U-17, and U-19. 
The two-day event was a re- 
sounding success, with 
young athletes demonstrat- 
ing remarkable skill and de- 
termination. Around 200 
students from 45 schools 
across India competed in 175 
exhilarating bouts. 

Indus Taekwondo team 


Medals winners of Indus International School, Hyderabad. 


medallists: Gold: Grade 7: 
Mishika Reddy, Grade 11: 
Aditi Reddy Avula, Grade 10: 
Aditi Reddy C, Grade 8: Isha 
Posham, Grade-10: Mantoor 
Geetika, Grade-9: Katta 
Laasya, Grade-10: Hansika 
Veda; Silver: Grade 11: 
Kshetra Rao, Grade 7: An- 
nanya Ajith, Grade 10: 


Pondla Anvika Reddy, Grade 
6: Arunima, Grade 11: Prerna 
K, Grade 6 Dakshaja, Grade 
7: Nainika; Bronze: Grade 7: 
Moksha Sri Pasumarty, 
Grade 8: Deetya R Gantla, 
Grade 7: Nirvan Agarwal, 
Grade 12: Katta Tanushka, 
Grade 11: Ankita lyer, Grade 
7: Akriti Sai Burogala. 


Masood, Shafi 


MULTAN 


Captain Shan Masood and 
Abdullah Shafique hit cen- 
turies as Pakistan domi- 
nated Day 1 of the first test 
against a new-look England 
pace attack on Monday. 

Masood, who compiled 
his first test ton in four 
years, smashed 151 off 177 
balls while Shafique made a 
fluent 102 to help the home 
team reach stumps on 328-4. 
England took three wickets 
in the final session after Ma- 
sood and Shafique had 
shared a huge stand of 253 
for the second wicket as the 
visitors toiled in the searing 
heat of Multan. 

Saud Shakeel was un- 
beaten on 35 and night- 
watchman Naseem Shah is 
yet to score at the close of 
play. Fast bowler Gus Atkin- 
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que tons put Pak 


Pakistan’s Shan Masood (right) plays a shot against England during 
the first day of the first test in Multan, on Monday. — Photo: AP 


son, playing his first over- 
seas test, claimed 2-70 while 
Jack Leach, returning after a 
spell out of the team, picked 
up 1-61 on a wicket that had 
a tinge of grass but gave lit- 
tle assistance to pace or 
spin. Chris Woakes trapped 
Babar Azam lbw for 30 with 


the second new ball in the 
penultimate over of the day. 
Pakistan’s former captain 
hasn’t scored a half-century 
in his last 17 innings. 
Masood, who hit 13 fours 
and two sixes, and Shafique 
got on top of off-spinner 
Shoaib Bashir, who was 


on top 


wicket-less in his 18 overs 
and conceded 71 runs. Debu- 
tant Brydon Carse twice 
came close to a wicket. Ma- 
sood successfully over- 
turned on-field umpire 
Kumar Dharmasena’s lbw 
decision through a TV refer- 
ral early in his knock, while 
stand-in skipper Ollie Pope 
couldn’t hold onto a low 
catch at short cover off the 
same batter. 

Shafique also survived a 
run-out chance when Pope’s 
under-arm throw from close 
range missed the stumps at 
the non-striker’s end, with 
the batter well short of his 
crease in the first session. 


BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan 
328/4 in 86 overs (Shan 
Masood 151, Abdullah 
Shafique 102; Gus Atkinson 
2/70). ap 


SANCEY 

Pragathi 

finishes > 

on top CRICKET COLOMBO CRICKET LAHORE FOOTBALL MUNICH FOOTBALL PARIS FOOTBALL BIRMINGHAM 

Vv 

eee eer Jayasuriya named SL’s Naqvi ‘confident’ of Kane joins national Injured Upamecano Aston Villa reward 
ee ce full-time head coach India’s participation in squad despite out of France squad for Duran with contract 
meteoric rise in the in- until 2026 T20 WC Champions Trophy injury concerns Nations League extension till 2030 


ternational rallying 
scene with a first-place 
finish in her class at the 
Rallye Montbeliard. 
She progressed to a 
Rally 4 car in this rally 
after the team wit- 
nessed strong per- 
formances from her in 
the lesser-powered 
Rally 5 car. Pragathi 
clocked 24:36.5 to 
claim the top spot in 
Rally 4 class and fin- 
ished 21st amongst 115 
participants. 


Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
chairman Mohsin Naqvi has ex- 
pressed confidence that the 2025 
ICC Champions Trophy will be 
held successfully in Pakistan, 
with all participating teams, in- 
cluding India. Naqvi addressed 
the ongoing uncertainty sur- 
rounding India’s participation. 
“The Indian team should come. I 
don’t see them cancelling or 
postponing coming here, and we 
are confident we will host all the 
teams in the Champions Trophy 
in Pakistan,” Naqvi said. 


Jhon Duran’s explosive start to 
the 2024/25 season has seen the 
striker extend his contract with 
Aston Villa till 2030. He has been 
in sparkling form at the start of 
this season, which has seen him 
become a fire scoring six times, 
including the only goal a famous 
win over Bayern Munich in the 
UEFA Champions League. 
“Aston Villa is delighted to an- 
nounce that Jhon Duran has 
signed a new contract with the 
club until 2030,”read the state- 
ment by Aston Villa. 


France defender Dayot Upame- 
cano is out of the upcoming Na- 
tions League games against Is- 
rael and Belgium because of a 
right thigh injury and Loic Badé 
has been called up in his place, 
the national soccer federation 
said on Monday. Upamecano 
picked up the injury on Sunday 
while playing for Bayern Munich 
in a 3-3 draw against Eintracht 
Frankfurt. “On his return to 
Bavaria he underwent an MRI 
scan which revealed a muscle in- 
jury,” the federation said. 


Harry Kane has joined up with 
England for the upcoming Na- 
tions League games after going 
off with an apparent injury while 
playing for Bayern Munich, the 
German team said Monday. 
Kane was substituted in the 
72nd minute of Bayern’s 3-3 
draw with Eintracht Frankfurt 
on Sunday after having treat- 
ment for what seemed to be an 
issue with his right thigh. Bay- 
ern, however, said Kane had 
been checked over by the Foot- 
ball Association. 


Sanath Jayasuriya was on Mon- 
day appointed as full-time head 
coach of the Sri Lankan cricket 
team until the end of the 2026 
T20 World Cup. The former 
opener was Sri Lanka’s interim 
coach since early July. Under 
Jayasuriya’s guidance, Sri Lanka 
won their first bilateral ODI se- 
ries against India in 27 years, 
and then defeated England in an 
away Test for the first time in 10 
years. Most recently, Sri Lanka 
defeated New Zealand 2-0 ina 
Test series at home. 
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Milton heads 
to Florida 


Milton strengthened 
into a major hurricane 
on Monday ona path 
toward Florida popula- 
tion centers including 
Tampa and Orlando, 
threatening a danger- 
ous storm surge in 
Tampa Bay and setting 
the stage for potential 
mass evacuations less 
than two weeks after a 
catastrophic Hurricane 
Helene swamped the 
coastline. Milton grew 
into a Category 3 hurri- 
cane with wind speed 
of 205 kmph. ae 


Fukushima 
water tested 


A team of scientists 
from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
arrived in Fukushima 
on Monday as part of 
an annual monitoring 
and sampling mission 
to ensure safety of the 
discharge of treated ra- 
dioactive wastewater 
into the sea, officials 
said. The team will take 
samples from the 
plant, coastal waters 
and a fish market in 
nearby Iwaki city. It will 
also visit to a national 
lab near Tokyo. ae 


WORLD 


News from 


A woman walks by a mural with portraits of the victims at the site of the Nova music festival on the one-year anniversary of the attack, near Kibbutz Re’im in southern Israel on Monday. — Photo: AP 


AP 
RE'IM 


As Israelis held vigils and 
sombre ceremonies on 
Monday to mark a year since 
the October 7 attack, Hamas 
launched rockets that set off 
air raid sirens in Tel Aviv, as 
well as closer to the Gaza 
border. 

At 6.29 am — the exact 
minute Hamas launched its 
attack last year — the fami- 


‘Will end war when we complete goals’ 


JERUSALEM: Expressing gratitude 
to the heroism of male and female 
fighters in the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) and security personnel 
— regular and reserve, army and 
police, Shin Bet and Mossad — Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu on Monday said his gov- 


ernment is “determined to 


complete the job” and free the 


safely to their homes,” said Ne- 
tanyahu at a special mourning 
meeting. He lit a candle in memory 
of those who were murdered on 
and after October 2023 as the 
members of the government stood 
for amoment of silence. “A year 
ago today, at 6.29 am, Hamas ter- 
rorists launched a murderous sur- 
prise attack against the State of Is- 


Hezbollah rockets hit Israel’s Haifa 


_ JERUSALEM: Hezbollah attacked 

an lsraeli military base near the 
northern city of Haifa on Sunday 
night, causing casualties, the group 

_ said in astatement. 

“In response to the targeting of 

_ civilians and the massacres com- 
mitted by the Zionist enemy, the Is- 

_ lamic Resistance launched on Sun- 

_ day evening a salvo of ‘Fadi 1’ 


ing the sirens that sounded late on 
Sunday in the upper Galilee area, 
approximately 15 projectiles were 
identified crossing from Lebanon. 
Some of the projectiles were inter- 
cepted and others were identified 
as falling in the area, Xinhua. 
Several casualties were reported 
due to rocket strikes in the city of 
Haifa and Tiberias, Israeli media re- 


Israelis mourn as war drags on 


believed to be alive. Israeli 
media reported that he was 
killed during the attack and 
his body was taken into 
Gaza. The flags at the Israeli 
Knesset were lowered to 
half-staff and an official state 
ceremony focusing on acts 
of bravery and hope is set to 
be aired on Monday 
evening. The ceremony was 
pre-recorded without an au- 
dience — apparently to 
avoid potential disruptions 


lies of those killed at the 
Nova music festival, joined 
by Israeli President Isaac 


missiles at the Carmel base south 
of Haifa,” said the statement. “The 
Islamic Resistance will remain 


remaining hostages from Gaza. 
“We will end the war when we 
complete all the goals we set: over- 


rael, against the citizens of Israel. 
Shortly after this massacre, | said in 
a rally in Tel Aviv: ‘We are at war. 


ported. According to Magen David 
Adom, Israel’s national emergency 
pre-hospital medical and blood 


— in the southern city of 
Ofakim, where over two 
dozen Israelis were killed. 


Marburg 
vaccine trials 


Rwanda began admin- 
istering Marburg vac- 
cine trials, prioritising 
frontline workers as 
part of efforts to pre- 
vent the spread of Mar- 
burg virus disease in 
the country. Rwandan 
Health Minister Sabin 
Nsanzimana said the 
first round of trial 
vaccinations targets 
healthcare workers, 
emergency responders 
and individuals who 
have had contact with 
confirmed Marburg 


Cases. IANS 


Govt curbs 
on Imran 


Pakistan’s Punjab gov- 
ernment on Monday 
banned jailed former 
premier Imran Khan 
from meeting his fam- 
ily members, lawyers 
and party leaders till 
October 18 due to “se- 
curity concerns”, 
amidst his party stag- 
ing anti-government 
protests in several 
cities. The PTI founder 
has been lodged in 
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail 
in multiple cases since 
August 2023. pr 


Herzog, gathered at the site 
where almost 400 revellers 
were gunned down and 
from where many others 
were taken hostage. 

After briefly playing the 
same trance music that was 
blared during the festival, 
hundreds of family mem- 
bers and friends of the vic- 
tims stood for a moment of 
silence. One woman’s pierc- 
ing wail broke the silence as 
booms echoed from the 


throwing the evil rule of Hamas, 
returning all our abductees home 
— both the dead and the living, 
thwarting any future threat from 
Gaza to Israel, and returning our 
residents in the south and north 


fighting in Gaza, just a few 
kilometres away. 

At 6.31 am, four projectiles 
were launched from Gaza 
toward the very Israeli com- 
munities that came under 


fierce assault last year, the 
Israeli military said. The 
ceremony was not dis- 
rupted. Marking the mo- 
ment Hamas’ attack began a 
year ago, the families of 


‘Ukraine 


KYIV 


Ukraine’s military claimed 
it struck a major oil terminal 
Monday in Crimea that pro- 
vides fuel for Russia’s war 
effort as Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said the war has entered a 
key phase. 

Both sides are facing the 
issue of how to sustain their 
costly war of attrition — a 
conflict that started with 
Russia’s full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine in February 2022 
and that shows no signs of a 
resolution. 

Ukraine’s General Staff 
said on social media that the 
oil terminal in Feodosia, on 
the south coast of the Rus- 
sia-occupied Crimea Penin- 
sula, has been supplying the 
Russian army with fuel and 
that the strike was part of an 
ongoing effort to “under- 
mine the military and eco- 
nomic potential of the Russ- 
ian Federation”. 

Russian-installed author- 
ities in the city of Feodosia 
on the coast of the Black Sea 
reported a fire at the termi- 
nal on Monday morning but 
did not say what might have 
caused it. Late on Sunday, 
Zelenskyy said the war is in 
“a very important phase” as 


war in key phase’ 


72-yr-old American jailed for 
7 years for fighting in Ukraine 


MOSCOW: A Russian court on Monday sentenced a 72- 
year-old American in a closed trial to nearly seven 
years in prison for allegedly fighting as a mercenary in 
Ukraine. Prosecutors said Stephen Hubbard signed a 
contract with the Ukrainian military after Russia sent 
troops into Ukraine in February 2022 and he fought 
alongside them until being captured two months later. 
He was sentenced to six years and 10 months ina gen- 
eral-security prison. Prosecutors had called for a sen- 
tence of seven years in a maximum-security prison. 

Hubbard, from Michigan, is the first American known 
to have been convicted on charges of fighting as a mer- 
cenary in the Ukrainian conflict. The charges carried a 
potential sentence of 15 years, but prosecutors asked 
that his age be taken into account along with his ad- 
mission of guilt. Also on Monday, a court in the city of 
Voronezh sentenced American Robert Gilman to seven 
years and 1 month for allegedly assaulting law enforce- 
ment officers while serving a sentence for another as- 
sault. Gilman was arrested in 2022 for causing a distur- 
bance while intoxicated on a passenger train. ap 


the Ukrainian army works 
hard to hold the bigger 
Russian forces at bay in the 
east while also holding 
ground in Russia’s Kursk 
border region, which it cap- 
tured two months ago. 
Ukraine needs to “put pres- 
sure on Russia in the way 
that’s necessary for Russia 
to realise that the war will 


gain them nothing,” Zelen- 
skyy said in a video state- 
ment. “We will continue to 
apply even greater pressure 
on Russia — because only 
through strength can we 
bring peace closer,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Russia fired 
six missiles and 74 Shahed 
drones at Ukraine 
overnight. ap 


Not in an operation, not in rounds 
— ina war. We will fight back with 
a force the enemy has never 
known, and exact a price from him 
that he has never known. We are at 
war and we will win it,” he said. tans 


hostages still held in Gaza — 
about 100, a third of whom 
are said to be dead — gath- 
ered near Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
Jerusalem residence and 


ready to defend Lebanon and its 
proud, oppressed people and will 
not hesitate to do its duty to deter 
_ the enemy from its arrogance and 
aggression,” it added. Meanwhile, 
_ the Israeli military said that follow- 


stood during a two-minute 
siren, replicating a custom 
from the the most solemn 
dates on the Israeli calendar, 
Holocaust Remembrance 
and Memorial Day. 


services organisation, one person 
was injured in Tiberias following a 
barrage launched from Lebanon. At 
least eight were evacuated to Ram- 
bam Health Care Campus in Haifa 
for medical treatment. ians 


A group representing the 
families of hostages an- 
nounced that another cap- 
tive was dead. Idan Shtivi, 
28, was snatched from the 
Nova music festival and was 


13 kids killed in 
Sudan violence 


CAIRO 

Fighting between the Su- 
danese military and its 
rival paramilitary in 
Sudan’s North Darfur 
killed at least 13 children 
and injured four others, 
UNICEF said. 

The children were be- 
tween six and 17 years old, 
the UN agency said in a 
statement on Sunday. The 
Sudanese army on Friday 
launched airstrikes that 
targeted a market in the 
town of Al Kuma, around 
70 km east of the North 
Darfur capital of El Fasher, 
the local Daily Sudan Post 
reported. The airstrikes, 
which also hit the city of 
Mellit, killed at least 45 
people and injured dozens 
of others, according to the 
Sudan Tribune news portal 
and the Central Observa- 
tory for Human Rights. 

Hamrat al-Sheikh in 
North Kordofan was also 
struck, according to Mo- 
hammed H. al-Ta’ishi, a 
former member of the Sov- 
ereignty Council of Sudan, 
who said on Saturday that 
the strikes targeted areas 
that “haven’t seen any form 
of confrontation since the 
war began.” ap 


Starmer names 
new chief of staff 


LONDON 


British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer on Monday named 
a new chief of staff after a 
high-profile _ resignation 
amid a wider shake-up of 
his top team at 10 Downing 
Street to mark his Labour 
Party government’s first 100 
days in office. 

Sue Gray, previously a 
top civil servant appointed 
by former Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson’s to investi- 
gate the partygate scandal 
of Covid lockdown law 
breaching parties within the 
then Tory government, re- 
signed as Starmer’s top aide 
saying the “intense com- 
mentary around my posi- 
tion risked becoming a dis- 
traction to the 
government’s vital work of 
change”. She was referring 
to weeks of media revela- 
tions and controversies sur- 
rounding her role, including 
her salary package of GBP 
170,000 being GBP 3,000 
more than the Prime Minis- 
ter being leaked to the BBC. 

“It is for that reason I 
have chosen to stand aside, 
and I look forward to con- 


tinuing to support the Prime 
Minister in my new role,” 
said Gray, who has been de- 
moted to a part-time role as 
Starmer’s envoy for nations 
and regions. 

Morgan McSweeney, the 
Labour Party’s former cam- 
paign director who master- 
minded July’s general elec- 
tion landslide for the party, 
will replace Gray as the new 
chief of staff. His appoint- 
ment comes alongside polit- 
ical director Vidhya Alake- 
son and director of 
government relations Jill 
Cuthbertson being pro- 
moted to deputy chiefs of 
staff. Nin Pandit has been 
appointed principal private 
secretary to Starmer. pti 


But anger at the govern- 
ment’s failure to prevent the 
attack and enduring frustra- 
tion that it has not returned 
the remaining hostages 
prompted the families of 
those killed and taken cap- 
tive to hold a separate event 
in Tel Aviv. That event had 
been set to draw tens of 
thousands of people but was 
scaled back drastically over 
prohibitions on large gather- 
ings due to threat of attacks. 


7 terrorists 
killed in 
Pak’s Punjab 


ISLAMABAD 


The Counter Terrorism 
Department (CTD) of po- 
lice in Pakistan’s eastern 
Punjab on Monday claimed 
to have killed seven terror- 
ists in the Mianwali district 
of the province. 

A statement from the 
CTD said that an Intelli- 
gence-based operation was 
conducted in the Makerwal 
area of the district late on 
Sunday night, leading to an 
exchange of fire between 
the militants and the CTD 
personnel. During the fire 
exchange, seven terrorists 
were killed, whereas their 
eight accomplices man- 
aged to escape under the 
cover of darkness. 

According to the 
Counter Terrorism De- 
partment’s statement, six 
hand grenades, seven 
Kalashnikovs, live bullets, 
and explosives were seized 
from the possession of the 
terrorists. Bodies were 
shifted to hospital for au- 
topsy and identification, 
said the CTD, adding that a 
search operation was 
launched to arrest the flee- 
ing militants. ins 


08 


Telangana Today 


NATION/STATE 


News from 


HYDERABAD, Tuesday, October 8, 2024 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The public in general are here by 
informed that Sri. Bandla Chandra 


, Siddipet District has 
approached my client i.e., State 
Bank of India, Branch: Gajwel for 
sanction and release of loan and 
offered his property i.e., plot bearing 
No. 23 admeasuring 160 sq.yards in 
Sy.No. 336/A, 336/AA1, 336/A2, 
336/AA2, 336/A3 and 336/AA3, 
situated at Gajwel Town and 
Mandal, Siddipet District, cover 
under registered sale deed No. 
147371/2019 of SRO Gajwel and 
link document Nos. 8605/2016, 
8372/2016, 2168/2014 and 
2121/2013 and further informed that 
link documents bearing No. 
8372/2016 and 2168/204 of S.R.O. 
Gajwel was lost beyond recovery. In 
this connection the public are 
informed to submit objections if any 
within 5 days of this publication to 
me for mortgaging the above 
property in favour of my client-bank. 
If no objections are received within 
the above stipulated time, it shall be 
deemed that there are no objections 
and my client-bank will proceed 
further. Later no objections will be 
entertained. 

Sd/- G.KALI PRASAD 
Advocate 
GAJWEL, DISTRICT SIDDIPET. 
Cell No. 9440493461 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

The General public are hereby 
informed that Mekala Mallesham S/o. 
Mekala Lachaiah was the owner and 
possessor of Plot No.21, Survey No.8, 


Chengicherla Village, Medipally Mandal, 
Medchal Malkajigiri District having 
purchased the same from V.Prabhakar 
and others vide Regd. Agreement of 
Sale cum General Power of Attorney 
with Possession Doc.No. 9796/2023 Dt. 
22.9.2023. Now my client Minor Boy 
Nukana Sai Vrishag represented by his 
Guardian and natural Father Mr. Nukana 
Nageswara Srikanth is intending to take 
Gift from Mekala Mallesham. 

In view of the above, my client 
hereby issues notice to the General 
Public at large and calls upon all or any 
person/s who have any rights, title, 
interest in the above said property to 
submit all their objections and claims in 
writing along with supportive Documentary’ 
proofs thereof to the undersigned within 
a period of 15 days from this date, failing 
which my client will presume that no 
adverse claims or objections concerning 
the above said property and my client 
will proceed to complete the transaction 
of Gift. No objection shall be entertained 
thereafter. 

Sd/- MR. S.NARENDER KUMAR 
JAKKULA LAXMAN, 
Advocates 
Office at H.No. 12-5-149/6/2, 2" Floor, 
Vijayapuri Colony, Tarnaka, Axis Bank 
Lane, Secunderabad-500017. 


CHANGE OF NAME 


My daughter, BANDI RUCHIKA D/o. 
B NAVEEN KUMAR, Age: 10 YEARS, 
D.O.B. 03.08.2014, for the purpose 
of name correction occurred in 
Aadhar Card, due to Astrology and 
Numerology. Shall henceforth be 
known as GEETHIKA BANDI D/o. 


BANDI NAVEEN KUMAR 
[1T-TNK] 


I, DARLA V V K ANURAAG S/o. 
DARLA KODANDA RAMAIAH R/o. 
Plot No-39 Radhe Nagar Colony 
H S Darga Golconda Hyderabad 
Telangana-500008 changed my 


name to DARLA RAYUDU. 
(TT-JELLAI 


|, Laxmi Deepak Kumar R/o. 1-1-30/60/64, P No. 64, 
Srinagar Colony, Opp Sbi Saketh Rd, Kapra, Rachakonda 
-Medchal-500062, T.S. Changed My Name As Laxmi 


Deepak Kumar Pandilla S/o. Satyanarayana. 
[TT-PRASAD] 


I, Kalyani Vadlamani W/o Vadlamani 
Narayana Chary R/o P.no. 178, 
Mlreddy Rangareddy Nagar, Thorrur 
Village Abdullapurmet, Before 
Marriage My Name BALA KALYANI 
ADIPUDI & After My Marriage Name 
Changed as KALYANI VADLAMANI 


Both Names Are Same Person 
(1T-8274] 


|, MOHAMMED ABDUL ISMAIL S/o MOHAMMAD 
MURTUZA R/o H.no: 11-3-495, New Mallepally, Hyd. 
passport bearing no. 18181840 hereby change my 
name MOHAMMED ABDUL ISMAIL MUKARRAM SHAH 


to MOHAMMED ABDUL ISMAIL for All future Purposes. 
[17-1583] 


|, HABANA BEGUM W/o MOHAMMED ABDUL ISMAIL 
R/oH.no: 11-3-495, New Mallepally passport bearing 
no. L6655309 hereby change my spouse name 
MOHAMMED ABDUL ISMAIL MUKARRAM SHAH to 


MOHAMMED ABDUL ISMAIL for All future Purposes 
(1T-11583] 


i **Shah Bhavesh Kumar** S/o Vinod 
Chandra Shah R/o 16-7-280 Villa no.198 
Ramky enclave near Railway Station Warangal 
Telangana have changed my name to 


**BHAVESH SHAH** for all purposes 
(1T-8464] 


|, MOHAMMED UBAID UR REHMAN R/o. 
PLOT NO-266/P, FRIENDS COLONY,PUP- 
PALAGUDA RANGA REDDY T.S. CHANGED MY 
NAME AS MOHAMMED OBAID UR REHMAN 


S/O LATE MOHAMMED ABDUL GHANI 
(1T-8464] 


I, Rama krishna Babu K R/o: 
P.No S4/C-637, NGO's Colony 
Vanasthalipuram, Hyderabad 500070, 
RR district, TS, Changed My name 
to Ramakrishna Kandula S/o. 


Balakrishna rao Kandula. 
(1T-8464] 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
It is hereby informed to the General 
Public that my client Sri. Tunga 


Valmiki Nagar, Bhairagiguda Village, 
Hyderabad - 500089, has lost original 
Sale Deeds vide document Nos. 
15607 of 2005 dt: 18-11-2005 (which 
is in the name of my client), Document 
No.15604 of 2005 dt: 18-11-2005, 
Document No.15605 of 2005 dt: 
18-11-2005 (which are in the name 
of my client’s wife Late Pushpaleela 
Mula W/o. Tunga Prabhakara Reddy) 
and Document No.15606 of 2005 
dt: 18-11-2005 (which is in the name 
of my client's daughter Trinitha 


Medchal, while white washing to his 
house he came to know that when 
my client intended to obtain Photostat 
copies of above said sale deeds on 


is lost beyond recovery, in case if it 
is traced out the above said Sale 
Deeds by any person, it should be 
handed over to me or my client. 
If anybody will misuse the above 
said sale deeds, they are liable for 
punishment as per law. 
Sd/- G.SRINIVAS RAO 
ADVOCATE 
Rio. H.No.2-58, Near Railway Station, 
Gowdavelly Village, Medchal Mandal, Medchal 
- Malkajgiri District, Telangana State, 
Mobile No.8247470027 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

The General public is hereby 
informed that my client Sri Praveen 
Ratan S/o Late. Ratan Mahender 
R/o Attapur, are intended to 
purchase all that house No. 4-32- 
143, on plot No.A-197, in survey 
No.336, admeasuring 112.00 Sq. 
yards, situated at Allwyn Employees 
Housing Colony, Kukatpally, 
Medchal Malkajgiri District, from 
Sri G. Ramesh S/o Late. G. 
Gyaneshwar Rao, R/o No.4-32- 
143, on plot No.A-197, in survey 
No.336, admeasuring 112.00 Sq. 
yards, situated at Allwyn Employees 
Housing Colony, Kukatpally, 
Medchal Malkajgiri District, T.S., 
and if any person(s) have any 
claim, right, title or interest over 
the above said property, they can 
contact the undersigned with all 
relevant documents within (14) 
days from the date of this notice or 
else my client will proceed to 
complete the sale transaction by 
execution of registered sale deed 
and thereafter any objection or'| 
claim whatsoever in nature shall 
be deemed as waived off. 

Sd/- M/s. SUKHRAJ 
Advocates 
H.No.12-1-274, Asif Nagar, 
Kummarwadi, Hyderabad. 
Cell No. 09177019888 


I, Gadiraju Padmavathi, W/o. Gadiraju 
Venkatrama Raju, R/o. F-block 1704, 
Lansum etania Apts Complex, 
Puppalaguda, RR Dist TS. Changed my 


name as Gadiraju Venkata Padmavathi. 
[11-8464] 


I, Abdul Ravoof. S/o. Abdul Jabbar. R/o, 
2-4-46/p/b/314, F.No. 314, Happy Homes, 
Palace b, Upperpally, Attapur, RR dist, TS. 


Changed My name as Abdul Rawoof 
[1T-8464] 


1, PINJARE MAHEMOOD, (PP NO: 
M0553034) R/o. H.No: 3-135/2, 
Bismillah Colony, Shaheen nagar 
kothapet RR Dist-TS. Henceforth |, 
along with my father’s name shall be 
known as “MOHAMMED MAHMOOD” 


S/o. MOHAMMED KHAJA MIYA. 
[17-8464] 


|, SESHI BALA RAJU, H/o SESHI MOUNICA, R/o. 
H.No. 1-8-633, Chaithanyapuri, Kothapet (V), 
Uppal (M), Medchal - Malkajgiri Dist., T.S. 
Change my Daughter name from S.LYDIA 


FLORENCE to SESHI NEELIMA in her Birth Certificate. 
(1T-8325] 


1, A.LAKSHMI PRASANNA R/o. 2-3-674, 
CPL ROAD, OPP DCP OFFICE, NEW THIRUMALA 
NAGAR, Amberpet Hyd-500013, TS. 
Changed my name as PARASA LAKSHMI 


PRASANNA W/o. ASADI RAVI KUMAR 
[TT-8466] 


1, CHEMILLA SHANTHA, R/o. 13-6- 
449/24/A, Sai Nagar, Asif Nagar, 
Hyd -500028, TS. Change My 
Name As CHELIMILLA SHANTHA 


W/o. CHELIMILLA LAKSHMI REDDY 
[TT-8466] 


1, HAFEES UR RAHMAN R/o. H.No. 8-1-398/ 
PM/255, FNo. 501,JBR ASHIYANA APRT, 
PARA MOUNT, TOLICHOWKI, HYD-500008, 
TS Changed My Name As HAFEEZ 


UR RAHMAN S/o. ABDUL RAHMAN. 
(TT-8466] 


1, NAYYAR JAHAN R/o. H.No. 8-1-398/ 
PM/255, F NO 501, JBR ASHIYANA APRT, 
PARA MOUNT, TOLICHOWKI, HYD-500008, 
TS Changed My Name As NAYYAR 


RAHMAN W/o. HAFEEZ UR RAHMAN 
[TT-8466] 


I, Parida Aparajita Manoj R/o. H.No. 
8-3-991/A, 2nd Floor, Srinagar Colony, 
Banjara Hills Rd No-2, Hyd, TS. 
Changed my name as APARAJITA 


PARIDA D/o. MANOJ RANJAN PARIDA 
[TT-8466] 


I, KHATIJA BEE R/o. H.No. 9-7-365, 
Tolichowki MD Lines, Nr Second 
Lancer Golconda Hyd -500008 TS 
Changed My Name to QUTUA 


BEGUM W/o. Late. Syed Samdani 
[TT-8466] 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Under the instructions of my 
client Smt. Dr. Banoth Sushama & 
Ms. Divya Banoth, R/o. Hyderabad, 
this Public notice is being issued 
in general are hereby informed 
that my client are indented to 
purchase ie., All that the Plot 
bearing Nos. 77, Eastern Part, 
admeasuring area 96 Sq. Yards., 
and Plot No. 78 Western Part, 
admeasuring 54 Sq. Yards., total 
admeasuring 150 Sq. Yards (out of 
516 Sq. Yards), in Sy. No. 43, situated 
at "SRI SAl SUMA ENCLAVE", 
Yellareddyguda, Kapra, Under'| 
GHMC, Kapra Circle and Mandal, 
Medchal - Malkajgiri District., from 
Sri. V. Mallareddy, & Sri. Yenimireddy 
Malyadri Reddy, and entered into 


institution/ authority having any 
interest over the above said property, 
may contact with the undersigned 
within 15 days from the date of this 
publication. Hence, this Public 
Notice for purchase of the property. 
Sd/- S. ARUN SATHYA PRASAD 
Advocate 
#Room No. 6, 5th Floor, Srinath 
Commercial Complex, S.D. Road, 
Patny Centre, Secunderabad-03. 
Ph: 8008059359, 9494152153 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

The General Public is hereby informed that 
my client's BHARATA RAM S/o:Uka Ram, and 
SUJANA RAM DEWAS! S/o:Uka Ram, jointly en- 
tered in to an Agreement of Sale to purchase 
H.No: 7-1-148 & 149 7-1-148,149/1, 7-1-148, 
149/2 & 7-1-148,149/3 (Old H.No:4023/A) land 
pools 70.48 Sq.yards OR 58.93 Sq.Mts' 
consisting of Ground Floor with a built up area of| 
448 sft, First, Second & Third Floor each floor 
built up area of 660 Sft respectively ie total built 
up area is 2428 Sft situated at Maruthi Street 


(Old H.No:4023/B), WEST: By Open Land from 
its lawful owner Sri. GUNT| VENKATESWARA| 
RAO S/o:Gunti Yadagiri, Ro Secunderabad. My 
Client's have paid a substantial amount towards 
part sale consideration. 

If any person or person/s, bank/s, financial 


with all the relevant original documents, if any, 
otherwise my client shall get the sale deed 
registered in their favor the above said schedule 
property, and thereafter no objection or claim 
whatsoever nature would not be entertained and 
such claimant or objector shall be deemed to have’ 
lost his/her claim over the said property forever. 
Place: Secunderabad. 
Date:7-10-2024 
Sd/- SURESH JAIN, 
M.COM., LL.M, PGDT, PGDCS 
ADVOCATE & NOTARY 
8-3-254, Market Street, Opp. 
Market P.S.,Secunderabad-03. 
Cell No: 9885024004 


1, GUDAPU MANJULA, R/o. 1-9-252/ 
11, NEAR BAPTIST CHURCH, RAMNAGAR, 
HYDERABAD, 500020 Ts. changed 
my name as KONDA LAVANYA, 
W/o. KRISHNA NAND RONDA: 


1, LAXMINARAYANA KAMALA, R/o. H.No. 
30-1021 VINAYAK NAGAR SAFILGUDA, 
SAFILGUDA Sec'bad RCK-MEDCHAL 500056, 
TS. changed my name as LAKSHMI NARAYAN 


KAMALA, S/o. BAL RAJ KAMALA 
[TT-8466] 


I, NASIRIN BEGUM R/o. HNo. 8-7- 
66/B KARBALA MAIDAAN OLDTAN- 
DUR TANDUR-501141 VIKARABAD 
District Telangana have Changed My 


Name to NASREEN BEGUM 
(1T-8466] 


1, LAXMI PRIYA BANDARU, W/o. 
Mahender Kumar Madasu, R/o. 
Plot no: 61,62, Flat: 502, Santosh 
Residency, Madhura Nagar, Hyd- 
500038, Telangana. Have changed 


my name as LAXMI PRIYA MADASU. 
[TT-PRASAD] 


1, Mohammed Khaleel S/o: Mohammed 
Abdul Khader R/o: 18-8-223/12/C/24 Habeeb 
Nagar, Riyasath Nagar has Changed My 


Name as *Mohammed Khaleel Ur Rahman* 
(1T-8467] 


1, LAVANYA CHANNAIAH DASARI R/o. H.No. 
12-7-104, NEW METTUGUDA, TARNAKA, HYD- 
500017, TS. Have changed my name as 


LAVANYA DASARI W/o. KONDA RAGHAVENDER. 
[1T-8467] 


1, BASOVA RADHIKA R/o. H.NO.8-2-182, 
PANJAGUTTA, HYD -500082, TS. Have 
changed my name as BASAVABOINA 


RADHIKA W/o. BASAVABOINA VUAY BHASKER. 
(1T-8467] 


|, DEEPIKA CHANDNA, D/o. SURENDER MOHAN 
CHANDNA, R/o. J1/3, Ground Floor, Sector-25, 
DLF Phase-2, Near Lalith Maini, Akashneem 
Marg, Sikanderpur Ghosi (68), Gurgaon 
Haryana. My correct name is DEEPIKA 
CHANDNA. Mentioned in my Aadhaar Card, 
Pan Card and HDFC Bank Records DEEPIKA 
KAPOOR (After Marriage). Both the names 
DEEPIKA CHANDNA and DEEPIKA KAPOOR 


belongs to one and the same person only. 
(1T-333083] 


WLS 


Telangana Today 


= 8-2-003/1/78,9, 
Road No 10, Banjara Hills, 
Hyderabad - 34 


Email: 
t.todayadvt@gmail.com 


LOT Mobile’s exclusive offers 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


LOT Mobiles, which is cele- 
brating its second anniver- 
sary, announced Dasara and 
Diwali offers on Monday. 
Nine offers for Dasara and 
Diwali were announced by 
director of LOT Mobiles, M 
Akhil. These can be availed 
on purchase of smart- 
phones, smart TVs, laptops 
and other gadgets. The of- 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that 
my client is negotiating to pur- 
chase all that land admeasuring 
2556 Sq Yards in Sy No. 31/A 
and 31/E situated at Manoharabad 
Village, Toopran Mandal, 


written hereunder from M/ s. 
SRP Properties India Pvt. Ltd. 

All persons having any claim 
in respect of, against or to the 
above land by way of sale, 
exchange, mortgage, charge, 
lien, gift, trust, maintenance, 
inheritance, possession, lease, 
license, easement or otherwise 
of whatsoever nature, howsoever, 
are hereby requested to make 
known the same in writing, to 
the undersigned together, with 
the documentary evidence in 
support thereof WITHIN A 
PERIOD OF 2 DAYS from the 
date of publication hereof, failing 
which such claim/s or objections, 
if any, shall be considered as 
waived and/or discharged 
forever. 

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY 

All that land admeasuring 
2556 Sq Yards in Sy No. 31/A\ 
and 31/E situated at Manoharabad 
Village, Toopran Mandal, 
Medak District, Telangana and 


SOUTH: Land belonging to Mr. 
Chetan Ghia & Bhavesh Ghia 
EAST : Agricultural Land in 
Survey No.33 WEST : 60 Feet 
Wide Road 
Sd/- ASHISH SAMAT 
Advocate 
2nd Floor, Mani Anjaiah Mansion, 
Beside Sindhi Co-operative Bank, 
P.G.Road, Secunderabad- 
500009. Ph: +919885085951 


1, Darapogu Sunil Kumar S/o. Darapogu 
Nagaiah R/o. P.No. 5, Rock View Enclave 
Gachibowli R. R Dist- 500032 TS Have 


Changed My Name as Sunil Kumar Nuthana 
(1T-8467] 


8488/1 KALVAKUNTA ARUNA W/o. KALVAKUNTA 


KRISHNA MAHENDER, R/o. H.No. 5-3-192/2, 
Shanti Nagar, Kukatpally, Medchal - 
Malkajgiri Dist, T.S. my correct name 
is KALVAKUNTA ARUNA, Mentioned in 
my Aadhaar Card, Pan Card, SBI Bank 
records B.ARUNA DEVI (Before Mar- 
riage). Both the names KALVAKUNTA 
ARUNA and B.ARUNA DEVI belongs 


to one and the same person only. 
[1T-333083] 


I, MANKAN SHIPRA SANDEEP R/o. F.No. 
204, BLOCK 2, CHIRANJEEVI APTS 
WEST MARREDPALLY, Hyd-500026, TS, 
Changed My Name to SHIPRA SANDEEP 


[1T-8467] 
LOST 
|, SAMUDRIKAM LAKSHMI NARASIMHA RAO 


S/o LATE SAMUDRIKAM VENKATA RAMANA H.No. 
T-Ill 20 opp Kotak Mahindra Bank NGO's colony, 
vanasthalipuram, RR dist Ts-500070, lost my old 
passport No. F6977304, issued on 02/03/2006, date 
of expiry 01/03/2016. It was misplaced while | was 
proceeding from my home vanasthalipuram on 
11/09/2024 at 10:30am. It was not traced out in spite 


of my best efforts put in. Finder may Ph: 9395163874 
[1T-8326] 


|, NAKKA CHAITANYA, S/o. N GOPAL, H.No. 
3-11-108/105, Yamuna Block, Ganesh Nagar, 
Ramanthapur, Hyd,-13, Uppal (M) ,Medchal- 
Malkajgiri Dist, lost my Original Passport 
No.£8984051, while travelling from Ganesh 
Nagar,Ramanthapur to Uppal Ring Road, if 


anyone Found Pl Contact 99494 16444 
[TT-8464] 


I, Ashok Chandra Sunkara S/o. Pullaiah 
Sunkara R/o: Flat No- 101, Madhuvan Apart- 
ment, Gauthami Enclave Kondapur-500084,TS 
| have Lost My Passport Bearing No: U6729069/ 
DOI. 25/02/2020At HYD lost my Passport while 
travelling in Kondapur Near Chirac Public 


School if anybody found Contact -9502499938 
(1T-8467] 


PUBLIC & COURT 
NOTICE & 
CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
9848077857 
9182777757 


fers include assured gifts 
worth up to Rs 9,999 on 
every purchase, an instant 
discount of 40 per cent and 
10 per cent instant cashback 
on smartphones, TVs, lap- 
tops and ACs, zero down 
payment, no cost EMI, up to 
80 per cent discount on 
branded accessories, a 
chance to win bikes, smart- 
phones and cars in lucky 
draw and phones and TVs 
for just Re 1 down payment. 


WazirX hack 
under probe 


NEW DELHI: Cryptocurrency 
exchange WazirX, which suf- 
fered a massive Rs 2,000 
crore (about $234 million) 
cyber theft in July as millions 
of users still wait for their 
money in digital assets to be 
refunded, is now facing 
scrutiny from top govern- 
ment agencies. Ans 


PUBLIC NOTICE - 
NAME DIFFERENCE 


This is to inform the public that my client 
PALAKODETI V.M.S. RAHUL, S/o. Palakodeti 
Nageswara Srinivas, aged 31 years, Occ: Pvt, 
Service, R/o. H.No. 2-2-647/38, Central Excise 
Colony, Bhagamberpet. Hyderabad. Telangana 
- 500013, Ph. No.: 9441720477 has executed 
an affidavit to declare that his name as on 
Aadhar Card, PAN Card and all his Educa- 
tional Certificates is PALAKODETI V.M.S. 
RAHUL. However, in his Passport, his name: 
has been recorded as PALAKODET! 
VENKATA MANIKANTA SUBBA RAO RAHUL. 
Since the same is very long, the word Rahul 
is not completely printed on his passport. 
Further, the difference in his name occurred 
due to his full name being PALAKODET| 
VENKATA MANIKANTA SUBBA RAO RAHUL 
and while VENKATA MANIKANTA SUBBA\ 
RAO was abbreviated as V.M.S. in all other 
documents, it was not done in Passport. 

My client declares that PALAKODET 
V.M.S. RAHUL and PALAKODETI VENKATA\ 
MANIKANTA SUBBA RAO RAHUL refer to 
the same person i.e. himself and he has 
executed an affidavit to clarify the discrepancy’ 
in his name across the mentioned documents: 
and for all official purposes where this clarifi- 
cation is required. My client requests that 
henceforth, wherever necessary, his name be 
recognized as PALAKODETI V.M.S. RAHUL, 
and all records be updated accordingly. 

Sd/- Mr. DEEPESH BAHADUR 
Advocate 
Office at : #509, Taramandal Complex, 
5-9-13, Saifabad, Hyderabad - 500004. 
Ph: 9573227757 


COLASSIFIEDS 


I, AIYESHA FATIMA LUBNA D/o. MOHD 
AIJAZ HUSSAIN FAHEEM have lost my 
passport bearing No. B5804504, | was 
travelling to grandmothers home which is 


near my home, If any found : 8074785890. 
(1T-8467] 


CHANGE OF NAME 
I, SIREESHA KOGANTI Wio. SOMURI 
RAVINDRA Rio. Villa No. 159, Praneeth 
Pranav Panorama, Ameenpur, Sanga 
reddy, T.S. My name is recorded in my’ 
Passport as SOMURI SIREESHA and 
my name is recorded in Aadhar Card 
as SIREESHA KOGANTI. Both 


names as SOMURI SIREESHA and 
SIREESHA KOGANTI belongs to 
one and the same person only. 


DOCUMENTS LOST 

|, K.V. RAGHUMOHAN RAO alias 
KOMARAGIRI VENKAT RAGHU 
MOHAN RAO, S/o K.V. JAIPAL RAO, 
aged about 72 years, Occ: Retired 
Employee, Rio Villa No. 53, Sanman Trinity 
Villas, Petbasheerabad, Brundavan 
Colony,  Quthbullapur,  Medchal- 
Malkajgiri, Hyderabad, Telangana - 
500067 lost original sale deed vide 
document number 3208/2006 registered 
at Hyderabad SRO on 2nd October, 
2024 between 11:00 AM -11:30 AM while 
travelling on bike from Suchitra to my 
home. Finders of the document please 


callon: +91 94400 65384 
DOCUMENTS MISSING 


Slo. D. BHOGESHWAR RAO, age about 44 
years, Occupation: Real Estate, Resident of 
H.No, 5-6-99, Plot No: 134, Road No. 7/3, 
Vaidehi nagar, Vanasthalipuram, Hyderabad, 
Rangareddy. on 04-10-2024 while | am going 


all linked documents vide document no: 8219/ 
1999 & 3643/1968 along with other papers in 
‘a carry bag with me while traveling from 


NAGAMALLESHWAR RAO Slo. BHOGESHWAR 
RAO, Vanasthalipuram, Hyderabad. Cell: 


9849997435 


on 02-10-2024, At 7:00 
pm If found pls call: 


appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of Telangana Publi- 
cations Pvt. Ltd. Shall not be 
held responsible / liable 
for any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
found to be false. 


India, Maldives ink 
currency swap deal 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


Seeking to strengthen bilat- 
eral ties, India and the Mal- 
dives on Monday inked a 
currency swap agreement, 
a move that would help the 
archipelago nation over- 
come foreign exchange re- 
serve issues. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and visiting Maldi- 
vian President Mohamed 
Muizzu also launched 
Rupay card in the Maldives, 
inaugurated the new run- 
way at the Hanimadhoo In- 
ternational airport and 
agreed to further 
strengthen bilateral rela- 
tions that had hit a rocky 
patch last year. Muizzu, 
who is on a four-day State 
visit, held talks with Prime 
Minister Modi at the Hy- 
derabad House here. After 
the talks, India also handed 
over 700 social housing 
units to the Maldives built 
under the EXIM Bank’s 
buyer’s credit facilities. 
“Today, we have inaugu- 


PM Narendra Modi and Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu 
virtually inaugurate the runway at Hanimaadhoo International 
Airport, Maldives, in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: PTI 


rated the redeveloped Han- 
imaadhoo Airport. Now, 
the Greater Male Connec- 
tivity Project will also be 
expedited. We will also 
support the development of 
a new commercial port in 
Thilafushi,” Modi told re- 
porters here with Muizzu 
by his side. Modi said India 
and Maldives have decided 
to initiate discussion on the 
Free Trade Agreement to 
further strengthen eco- 
nomic ties. 


The Prime Minister de- 
scribed Maldives as a close 
friend which had an impor- 
tant position in India’s 
neighbourhood policy and 
SAGAR vision. 

“India has always ful- 
filled the responsibilities of 
a neighbour. Today, we 
have taken up the vision of 
a comprehensive economic 
and maritime security part- 
nership to give our mutual 
cooperation a strategic di- 
rection,” Modi said. 


‘Naxals biggest 
violators of rights’ 


NEW DELHI 


Terming naxals the biggest 
human rights violators, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Monday said 
security forces have been 
carrying out ‘offensive op- 
erations' instead of defen- 
sive against the insurgents 
and have achieved big suc- 
cesses in recent times. 

Addressing Chief Minis- 
ters and top officials of the 
Naxal-affected States, Shah 
also said that all Left Wing 
Extremism (LWE)-af- 
fected States are commit- 
ted to completely eliminat- 
ing naxalism by March 
2026. 

Due to the improved se- 
curity situation, high voter 
turnout -- up to 70 per cent 
-- was witnessed in the 
Maoist-hit region in the 
last Lok Sabha polls. There 
was zero polling in the re- 
gion earlier, he said. 

Shah said more than 
13,000 people from the 
northeast, Kashmir and 
LWE-affected areas have 
renounced violence and 
joined the mainstream. 


The crucial meeting, 
which discussed anti-naxal 
operations and develop- 
ment initiatives carried out 
in the affected areas, came 
days after the security 
forces killed 31 ultras in the 
forests of Chhattisgarh in 
one of the most successful 
operations in recent times. 

To completely eradicate 
naxalism, Shah said, it is es- 
sential to give a final push 
to eliminate this menace 
once and for all and urged 
the Chief Ministers of all 
affected States to review 
the progress of develop- 
ment and anti-naxal opera- 
tions at least once a month. 

Describing naxals as the 
biggest hurdle to develop- 
ment, he said they are the 
biggest human rights viola- 
tors who have been depriv- 
ing over 8 crore people, es- 
pecially the tribals, of 
development and _ basic 
welfare opportunities. 

He said that Naxalism 
prevents education, 
healthcare, connectivity, 
banking and postal serv- 
ices from reaching villages 
of the country. er 


Tata Curvv 
unveiled 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Orange Group Auto Pvt 
Ltd, Karkhana, on Monday 
unveiled Tata Curvv, the 
mid-sized electric SUV. 
The electric version of 
Curvv boasts of a range of 
over 150 km travel with just 
15 minutes of top-up. 

The Curvv comes loaded 
with features, including 
key safety features such as 
airbags, acoustic alert sys- 
tem, modern, uncluttered 
and spacious interior, inte- 
grating _— state-of-the-art 
technologies and HMI. 

The car comes with a 
huge display and a large 
touchscreen infotainment 
system, both providing ad- 
vanced connectivity op- 
tions. Smart, Pure, Pure S, 
Creative, Creative S, Cre- 
ative S,Accomplished S 
and Accomplished A. 

The Tata Curvy was un- 
veiled in the showroom by 
Orange Group director 
Rahul Yalamanchili, Na- 
masthe Telangana (AGM, 
Advertisement) Raji 
Reddy, NT/TT manager 
Charan Anand and the sen- 
ior management of Orange 
Group. 


K Srinivas elected to AAAI 
board for 3rd time straight 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


K Srinivas, MD and CEO of 
Sloka Advertisement Pvt 
Ltd, has become the first 
person from the two Tel- 
ugu-speaking States to get 
elected to the board of di- 
rectors of Advertising 
Agencies Association of 
India (AAAI) consecu- 
tively for the third time. 
Srinivas has more than 
three decades of experi- 
ence in all facets of adver- 
tising and marketing. 
Under his guidance, Sloka 
Advertising has success- 


fully delivered high-quality 
advertising campaigns fora 
range of clients in the cor- 
porate and government 
sectors. 

He has been instrumental 
in planning, implementing 
and setting future strategy 


resulting in the notable 
growth of Sloka Advertis- 
ing, which is considered to 
be one of the best and 
sought-after agencies. 

Srinivas said: “I’m hon- 
oured to be elected to the 
board of this prestigious as- 
sociation, which is a great 
opportunity and responsi- 
bility. I will strive to work 
in tandem with the excep- 
tional team of AAAI to up- 
hold sound business prac- 
tices.” Prashant Kumar, 
CEO-South Asia of Group 
M Media, was re-elected as 
president and Rana Barua 
was re-elected VP. 


New Nissan 
Magnite 
launched 


HYDERABAD: Vibrant 
Nissan, Hyderabad, has 
launched the new Nissan 
Magnite, which is loaded 
with bold aesthetics, en- 
hanced safety and a slew 
of advanced technology 
features. The Nissan 
Magnite, launched in the 
presence of Siraj Babu 
Khan, MD; Ashok, ASM; 
and actress Varshini 
Soundarajan, has hit the 
market at an introduc- 
tory price of Rs 5.99 lakh. 
It is atestament to Nis- 
san’s ‘Make-in-India, 
Make for the World’ 
vision. 


BoB signs Sachin as 
brand ambassador 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 
Bank of Baroda on Monday 
signed cricket legend 


Sachin Tendulkar as its 
global brand ambassador. 
This comes at an oppor- 
tune time with BoB poised 
to script the next phase of 
its transformation journey 
as it pursues a faster growth 
trajectory, leveraging Ten- 
dulkar’s brand aura. BoB is 
launching its first campaign 
featuring Tendulkar called 
‘Play The Masterstroke’, 
which encourages people to 


score big to realise their fi- 
nancial aspirations by 
choosing a bank trusted by 
millions. Debadatta Chand, 
MD & CEO of Bank of Bar- 
oda, said, “It is a moment of 
great pride for Bank of Bar- 
oda to announce Sachin 
Tendulkar as our global 
brand ambassador. Just as 
he has galvanised a nation 
through his remarkable ca- 
reer, BoB has been a trusted 
partner for millions, en- 
abling them to achieve their 
financial aspirations.” BoB 
also launched the ‘bob Mas- 
terstroke Savings Account’. 
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SAMBA/JAMMU 
Mine, shell 
defused 

V 


A rusted anti-tank mine 
and an old mortar shell 
were defused after 
they were found by vil- 
lagers at separate 
places in Samba dis- 
trict of Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said 
on Monday. The anti- 
tank mine was noticed 
by a farmer working in 
his fields near the 
Regal border outpost 
this morning, the offi- 
cials said. They said the 
farmer immediately in- 
formed the concerned 
BSF unit and the mine 
was later safely de- 
fused by experts. 


TARN TARAN 


AAP worker 
shot dead 
V 


An AAP worker was 
shot dead allegedly by 
three unidentified per- 
sons here on Monday, 
police said. The de- 
ceased was identified 
as Rajvinder Singh, a 
resident of Talwandi 
Mour Singh village, 
they added. Three 
unidentified people, 
who were on a motor- 
cycle, intercepted 
Singh’s car near Takk 
arpur village and al- 
legedly fired at him and 
fled, police said. Singh 
was rushed to a hospi- 
tal where he succum 
bed to bullet injuries. pri 


PATNA 

JD(U) plea 
on Maithili 
V 


The JD (U), an ally of 
the ruling NDA at the 
Centre, demanded that 
the language status be 
accorded to Maithili. 
The demand comes 
after the BJP-led de- 
cided to accord classi- 
cal language status to 
Marathi, Bengali, Pali, 
Prakrit and Assamese. 
JDU national working 
president said he 
would soon meet Union 
Minister Dnamendra 
Pradhan to press for 
the demand. 


News from 


NATION 


Faroog ready to 
take PDP support 


Says NC has no objections to form govt with rival’s support 


PTI 
SRINAGAR 


Ahead of counting of votes, National 
Conference president Farooq Abdul- 
lah on Monday said his party was 
open to the idea of taking the support 
of Mehbooba Mufti’s PDP to form 
government in the union Territory. 
He also flayed the move to give pow- 
ers to the Lieutenant Governor for 
nominating members to the five re- 
served seats in the J&K Assembly and 
said his party would approach the 
Supreme Court if the BJP-led Centre 


went ahead with it. 


Abdullah, while ruling himself out 
of the race for Chief Minister’s post, 
said statehood should be restored to 
J&K so that the new government has 
powers to address the people’s prob- 


lems. 


“The statehood should be restored, 
full statehood, where the government 
has the power to do things. I will not 


be the CM. Let this one thing be clear. 


I have done my Chief Minister’s job. 
My problem will be how we make a 


strong government and how we fulfil 


the agenda that we have put before 


the people,” he added. 


Asked if the National Conference- 
Congress alliance will take support 
from the PDP if need be, Abdullah 
said “Why not?” How does it matter? 
If we all work for the same thing, for 
improvement in the conditions of the 
people of the State, removing unem- 
ployment, removing all the distresses 
that have occurred in the last 10 years. 
The first thing we should do is restore 


sults day, two-time 


Bhupinder Hooda on 


returning to the helm 


the freedom of the press. We should 
have the right to say what is true and 


what is not true. We can be rivals in 
elections but I have no objections and 
I am sure Congress will have no ob- 


jections, he said. 


The five reserved seats are for two 
women, two Kashmiri migrants and 
one for refugees from Pakistan occu- 
pied J&K. On the exit polls, Abdullah 
said he is not thrilled by these exer- 
cises. “The exit polls can be wrong, 
they can be right also. What will re- 
ally show the truth is when the boxes 
are opened and votes are counted. 
We are hopeful that the alliance will 
form a stable government. That is 


what we are looking for,” he added. 


Five MLAs to be nominated by LG hold key 


JAMMU: Five persons to be 
nominated by the Lieu- 
tenant Governor as mem- 
bers of the Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly may 
play a crucial role in the 
formation of the next gov- 
ernment in the Union Terri- 
tory, sources said on Mon- 


day. The Congress, Na- 
tional Conference and the 
PDP have opposed the 
nomination of the five 
members before govern- 
ment formation and threat- 
ened to move the Supreme 
Court. In August 2019, Arti- 
cle 370 — which gave J&K 


NEW DELHI: Ahead of 
the Assembly election re- 


Haryana Chief Minister 


Monday expressed confi- 
dence in the Congress 
forming a government in 
the State with a “thump- 
ing majority”. Justifying 
his claim of the Congress 


BJP playing desperate 
games: Congress 


NEW DELHI: A day before Assem- 
bly poll results, the Congress on 
Monday accused the BJP of taking 
“malicious steps” through a 
malafide exercise of power to 
negate the people’s verdict in 
favour of the Congress-NC alliance 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

The opposition party said ina 
statement that it will do every- 
thing in its power to thwart such 
“nefarious designs”. pr 


after a decade, Hooda 
said that the vote share 


of the party increased in 
all 10 Lok Sabha seats in 


Haryana. “In all 90 Vid- 
vote share of the Con- 


people have indicated 

this very clearly,” he sai 
“The party has per- 

formed well on all the 


Plea 


has not 


phases 


special status — was re- 
voked and the state was di- 
vided into two union Terri- 
tories. According to 
section 15 of the Jammu 
and Kashmir Reorganisa- 
tion Act, 2019, “Notwith- 
standing anything in sub- 
section (3) of section 14, 


Laundering case: ED raids AAP 
MP Sanjeev Arora’s house 


JALANDHAR 


The Enforcement Direc- 
torate on Monday searched 
multiple locations in Jaland- 
har, Ludhiana, Gurugram 
and Delhi in connection 
with a land “fraud” case 
against AAP Rajya Sabha 
member Sanjeev Arora and 
others, official sources said. 
About 16-17 locations, in- 
cluding the house of the 61- 
year-old MP at Ludhiana 
(Punjab) and Gurugram, are 
being searched, they said. 
Premises linked to real es- 
tate businessman Hemant 
Sood and another person, 
Chandra Shekhar Agrawal, 
in Jalandhar are also among 
the locations being 
searched. “I am a law abid- 
ing citizen, am not sure 
about the reason for search 
operation, will cooperate 


God with AAP, no need to be 
scared, says Kejriwal 


NEW DELHI: God is with 
the Aam Aadmi Party and 
there is no need to be 
scared because no wrong 
has been done, party con- 
venor Arvind Kejriwal said 
as the ED searched multi- 
ple locations linked to 
AAP’s Rajya Sabha MP 
Sanjeev Arora as part of a 
money laundering probe. 
Addressing a press con- 
ference, Kejriwal charged 
the BJP-led Centre with 


fully with agencies and 
make sure all their queries 
are answered,” Sanjeev he 
posted on X. Former Delhi 
deputy CM Manish Sisodia 


targeting the party 
through its agencies in 
the name of a corruption 
probe. He added the agen- 
cies arrested him, Manish 
Sisodia, Sanjay Singh and 
other party leaders. “It’s 
not that some corruption 
investigation is on. It ap- 
pears that the PM is after 
one party and has de- 
ployed all the resources 
to finish the party and its 
leaders,” Kejriwal said. pri 


posted that the raids against 
their MP is an attempt to 
break their party. But AAP 
will not stop, get sold or get 
scared, Sisodia posted. pri 


89 damaged 
Delhi roads to 
be fixed: Atishi 


NEW DELHI 


Delhi Chief Minister Atishi 
on Monday informed that 
the AAP government 
would start repair work on 
89 damaged roads in the 
national Capital that had 
been identified during a re- 
cent inspection. She said 
that the repair work on the 
roads of the city would be 
completed before the As- 
sembly elections, which 
are due early next year. 
During the inspection of 
the roads, it was revealed 
that 89 PWD roads in Delhi 
need to be completely re- 
carpeted. Of these, tenders 
have been issued for the re- 
pair of 74 roads. Tender is 
being issued for the repair 
of 15 roads and work will 
start here too soon, she said 
while addressing a press 
conference. ians 


han Sabha seats also, the 


gress has increased. The 


Security personnel stand guard outside a counting centre, a day before the counting of 
votes for Jammu & Kashmir Assembly elections, on Monday. —Photo: PTI 


Hooda confident of Cong majority 


seats. The people have 
compared the success of 
the Congress party from 
2005 to 2014 and the 
failures of BJP from 2014 
to 2024, he said. Hooda 
also said the party has in- 
creased its vote share 
due to the massive re- 
d. sponse from Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. ans 


in SC seeks 


statehood restoration 


NEW DELHI: A plea has been filed 
before the SC seeking restoration 
of statehood to J&K in a time- 
bound manner. The application said 
that even after ten months of the 
SC verdict, the statehood of J&K 


yet been restored “which is 


gravely affecting the rights of the 
citizens of J&K and also violating 
the idea of federalism”. Assembly 
elections were held in J&K in three 


after 10 years. 1ans 


the LG of the successor 
union territory of J&K may 
nominate two members to 
the Legislative Assembly 
to give representation to 
women, if in his opinion, 
women are not adequately 
represented in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly”. et 


144 NEETaspirants paid for leaked questions 


NEW DELHI 


The CBI has identified 144 
candidates who had al- 
legedly paid to get NEET- 
UG leaked and solved pa- 
pers hours before they were 
to take the examination for 
admissions in medical col- 


leges, officials said on Mon- 
day. In its third charge sheet 
filed last week, the CBI has 
named Pankaj Kumar who 
stole the papers from Oasis 
school in Hazaribagh, Jhark- 
hand in collusion with its 
Principal Ahsanul Haque 
and Vice-Principal Md 


Imtiyaz Alam, they said. The 
crime was allegedly com- 
mitted once trunks carrying 
the paper reached the school 
from the bank vault after 8 
am on May 5, the day of the 
examination, they said. 
Haque was the city coordi- 
nator for Hazaribagh and 


Alam was designated the 
centre superintendent by 
the NTA for conducting the 
NEET UG-2024 examina- 
tion. The charge sheet with 
over 5,500 pages carrying 
findings on the basis of 298 
witnesses, 290 documents 
and 45 material objects gives 


paper: CBI 


a detailed modus operandi 
of the gang that had leaked 
the paper. 

Haque and Alam allegedly 
allowed Kumar, a civil engi- 
neer of the 2017 batch of the 
NIT, Jamshedpur, to enter 
the room where the trunks 
were kept, they said. pri 


‘Roy raped, murdered 
doc while she was asleep’ 


CBI files charge sheet against key accused 


NEW DELHI 


The CBI has filed a charge 
sheet against the prime ac- 
cused, Sanjay Roy, in the 
rape and murder case of a 
trainee doctor at R G Kar 
Medical College and Hos- 
pital in Kolkata, officials 
said. In its charge sheet 
filed before a special court 
in Kolkata, the CBI said 
Roy, who was working as a 
civic volunteer with the 
local police, allegedly com- 
mitted the crime on August 
9 when the victim had gone 
to sleep in the hospital’s 
seminar room during a 
break, they said. 

The agency did not men- 
tion the charge of gang 
rape, indicating that Roy 
alone committed the crime, 
according to the officials. 
Kolkata Police had arrested 
Roy on August 10 based on 
CCTV footage which 
showed him entering the 
seminar room in the early 
hours of August 9. 

The CBI, which took 
over the investigation on 
August 14 following a Cal- 
cutta High Court order, 
also took his custody and 
conducted a detailed inter- 
rogation, followed by a 
polygraph test. Roy had re- 
fused to give consent for 
the narco analysis, follow- 
ing which the CBI could 
not proceed with the test. 

The CBI has also ar- 
rested Tala police station 
officer-in-charge Abhijit 
Mondal and former princi- 
pal of the medical college 
Sandip Ghosh in the case. 
Ghosh is also facing an- 
other CBI case on alleged 
corruption. The body of 
the trainee doctor was 
found at 9.30 am on August 
9 by her colleague who 
went looking for her before 
starting ward rounds. pr 


Senior doctors join medicos in their protest against the RG Kar 
Medical College rape and murder incident, in Kolkata. —Photo: PTI 


Junior medics continue 
fast-unto-death for third day 


KOLKATA: Agitating junior 
doctors in West Bengal con- 
tinued their fast-unto-death 
for the third consecutive 
day, demanding justice for 
the rape and murder of a 
woman medic of the RG Kar 
hospital and workplace 
safety even as the State re- 
mained silent to address 


Cal HC asks 
Goyal to file 
affidavit 


KOLKATA: The Calcutta 
High Court on Monday 
directed former Kolkata 
police commissioner Vi- 
neet Goyal to file an af- 
fidavit in opposition to 
allegations made ina 
petition seeking filing of 
an FIR against him for 
allegedly revealing the 
name of the rape-mur- 
der victim doctor of RG 
Kar Medical College. A 
division Bench directed 
him to state through 
the affidavit whether 
this court can inde- 
pendently proceed with 
the matter. pri 


their issues. The medics 
also announced organising a 
rally in Kolkata from central 
Kolkata’s College Square to 
Dharmatala on Tuesday to 
press for their demands.Six 
junior medics have been on 
the fast since Saturday 
evening and later one more 
joined them. pr: 


Will take 
action against 
doctors: CP 


KOLKATA: Newly-ap- 
pointed Kolkata Com- 
missioner of Police (CP) 
Manoj Kumar Verma, on 
Monday, said ina state- 
ment that the city po- 
lice will take appropri- 
ate action against the 
fast-unto-death protest 
by seven junior doctors 
at Esplanade in central 
Kolkata. 

The doctors are 
protesting against the 
ghastly rape and mur- 
der of a fellow female 
junior doctor of R.G. Kar 
Medical College and 
Hospital. ans 


Sonam still at Ladakh Bhawan 


NEW DELHI 
Climate activist Sonam 
Wangchuk on Monday said 


he and his supporters will 
stay put at the Ladakh 
Bhawan till the authorities 
tell them when they will be 
able to country’s top leader- 
ship. 

He said the protesters, 
who are demanding the in- 
clusion of Ladakh in the 
Sixth Schedule of the Con- 
stitution, are not asking for 
anything unusual and are 


here to remind the ruling 
BJP of its poll promise. The 
Sixth Schedule pertains to 
the administration of tribal 
areas in the states of Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mi- 
zoram as “autonomous dis- 
tricts and autonomous re- 
gions”. Wangchuk and his 
supporters began their in- 
definite fast at the Ladakh 
Bhawan on Sunday. give 
small headline 

“We are going to sit here 
till we get a reply on when 
we will be able to meet our 


Eco- SELENE DING 


leaders. We walked for 30- 
32 days, we deserve to get a 


meeting at least,” 
Wangchuk said. 
The people of Ladakh had 


welcomed the government’s 
decision to make it a union 
Territory because they 
were promised a legislature 
and inclusion in the Sixth 
Schedule, the climate ac- 
tivist said. “We are not ask- 
ing for anything unusual, we 
are here to remind the BJP 
of the promise it made in its 
manifestos,” he said. pri 
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A ‘puja pandal’ made using plants to promote greenery, ahead of Durga Puja festival. — Photo: PTI 


Modi shares ‘garba’ song 


NEW DELHI 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday shared on 
X a ‘garba’ song he wrote as 
a tribute to Goddess Durga. 

“It is the auspicious time 
of Navratri and people are 
celebrating in different 
ways, united by their devo- 


tion to Maa Durga. In this 
spirit of reverence and joy, 
here is Aavati Kalay, a 
Garba I wrote as a tribute 
to Her power and grace. 
May Her blessings always 
remain upon us,” he wrote 
on X earlier known as 
Twitter. Prime Minister 
Modi thanked Purva 


Mantri, whom he lauded as 
a talented upcoming 
singer, for singing the 
garba song and presenting 
such a melodious rendi- 
tion of it. Garba is a tradi- 
tional Gujarati dance 
which is especially per- 
formed during the Navara- 
tri festival. en 


